GIVING THANKS

Anne and Phil Richards enjoy at the annual Wilton Seniors Thanksgiving
Luncheon on Wednesday.

A bountiful Thanksgiving meal for Wilton Senior Citizens
By Stephanie
WILTON - The
laughter and
luncheon for

Kim / Hearst
multipurpose room at the Comstock Community Center was filled with
smiles all around on Wednesday afternoon, at the annual Thanksgiving
Wilton seniors.

About 80 gathered in the multipurpose room from 11:30 am to 1 pm, for a time of
socializing, discussing Bingo plans, sharing pictures of pets, and catching up on
life updates in the company of friends, loved ones and family members.
"The sole purpose of this luncheon is to give thanks and we opened it by giving
thanks — thanks for the departments who are hosting it and also thanks for all the
blessings that we've received in our life," said Liz Doty, the town's coordinator of
senior activities, "and remember the people who are not able to be here with us
today."
This was the first time the Wilton Parks and Recreation department and the Senior
Center hosted the annual luncheon. The Wilton Baptist Church hosted the meal for the
past 38 years but didn't have the resources to offer it this time around.
Staff from the Wilton Parks and Recreation Department and the Senior Center served
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, steamed carrots and pumpkin and apple pie.
Shirley Schneider didn't mind the change in location and said she enjoyed her
Thanksgiving meal, expressing her gratitude to the town for the various senior
activities and events it offers.
"They do a lot for seniors and we really appreciate it" said Schneider who has lived
in Wilton all her life. "And I don't think it's said very often."

Anne Richards and her husband, Phil, founders of Stay at Home in Wilton,
agreed. "I thought it was ideal," Anne Richards said. "This is a great
representation of our town's seniors."
For Jim and Debbie Abbott, the best part about the meal was spending time with Jim's
aunts, Caroline Abbott Strempel and Isabella Abbott They look up to them as role
models and always enjoy any time they can get reminiscing about nostalgic momenrts
they've shared together living in Wilton, from ice skating on Horseshoe Pond in the
winter to buying Cherry Coke from the soda fountain at Ed Stiver's old drug store.
"It's nice to talk about the good old times and how we've seen the town change," said
Jim Abbott, who retired from Wilton Public Schools after 41 years of teaching.
"That's what makes gatherings like this really nice."

