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CELEBRATING THE PAST
SHAPING THE FUTURE
AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY

688 Boston Road

By Pastor Talbert W. Swan, II

YOUNG ORATORS:
PRESIDENT OBAMA WOULD
HAVE BEEN PROUD!
“Let’s face it….My presence on this pulpit
is unlikely. My father is unknown. My biological mother is battling demons and
drugs. I am being reared by my mother’s
first cousin. You’d think I’d be confused
and heading down the wrong path.” (from
speech by middle school student Ashleigh MillsGovan)
By Dwight Bachman – 5

DEALING WITH GRIEF

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. addresses over
250,000 at the 1963 March on Washington

“…grief encompasses losing a host of
p to the early 20th century, most American
things/circumstances, including loss of a
knowledge of Black history was limited to the
spouse to death/divorce, job, pet, friendAfrican American struggle through slavery and
ship, a home, etc. It is natural to go
through a wide range of emotions to cope emancipation. Recognizing the full scope of African
American achievements is important for understanding
with grief.
defining moments in the nation’s history.
By Anika C. Johnson – 10
Dr. Carter G. Woodson founded the Association
EDUCATION STARTS
for the Study of African American Life and History in
1915 to “create and disseminate knowledge of Black
WITH YOU…
Whether we are in or out of the class- history.” Woodson believed that education on accomroom, we should maintain a student’s pos- plishments and contributions of African Americans
ture throughout our lives. We should be would help to dispel myths and improve race relations.
listening and learning from the cradle to
the grave, as we’ll never know it all; when
it comes to knowledge, there will always be
more to gain.”
By Kirk Smith – 14

U

MUSIC IN SCHOOLS
INITIATIVE
IT WORKS!

HOW WELL ARE WE
RUNNING THE RACE?

By Frederick A. Hurst

continues to page 16

CASINO CORNER

THREE CARD
MONTY

By Magdalena Gómez
hen my husband first saw the lit fountain in
Court Square, courtesy of MGM, he said that
it looked like flowing coins going nowhere. He
was right−it was like a “jackpot” fountain. All smoke and
mirrors and not a real coin in sight, or water for that matter.
I know that folks who will be making lots of money
think a casino is good idea for Springfield—and why
wouldn’t they? When they cash out, they won’t be left
with imaginary coins.
Construction jobs, yes; hit and run. Casino jobs, yes.
In a windowless environment, with constant sounds indicating big winnings when you get, for instance, fifty
“credits” which equals fifty cents. No mistake they’re
called credits, since you’ll probably end up losing them
and/or going into debt.
continues to page 15

W

“…it has been found that the age group of
4-14 is now the most “unchurched”
demographic (as much as 90%). In 30-40
years they will have no connection with
God. Recent surveys show that an increasing number of Christian young people
who identify with the God of their parents
rarely go to church and almost never pray.
By Rev. Andrew Daubon – 26

THE PERFECT CUT
If you happen to cook your steaks the
wrong way, don’t worry; just cut it thin
for hash or give it to your pet dog. Been
there, done that.
By Rhonda Jones – 30

President Barack Obama addresses over
1 million at his second Inauguration

Ejoel Molina practices as part of the Yale School of
Music/New Haven Public Schools Collaboration

continues to page 17
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ENTERTAINMENT
LIKE NO OTHER.
NOW THIS IS A YEAR OF ENTERTAINMENT!
THE ALL-AMERICAN REJECTS
ZIGGY MARLEY
SUGARLAND
ZAC BROWN BAND
BRAD PAISLEY
UFC® EVENTS
BLAKE SHELTON
KISS/MOTLEY CRUE
ALEJANDRO FERNÁNDEZ
LATIN GRAMMY AWARDS
EAGLES

VICENTE FERNÁNDEZ
GEORGE STRAIT
MADONNA
BARBRA STREISAND
MAYWEATHER VS COTTO
DRAKE
VAN HALEN
PACQUIAO VS BRADLEY
NICKELBACK
NEIL DIAMOND
IHEARTRADIO MUSIC FESTIVAL

MANÁ
JUSTIN BIEBER
GAVIN DEGRAW & COLBIE CAILLAT
LENNY KRAVITZ
JIMMY BUFFETT
BOB DYLAN & MARK KNOPFLER
RUSH
ANDREA BOCELLI
AEROSMITH
PACQUIAO VS MÁRQUEZ IV

with Rihanna, P!nk, Taylor Swift,
No Doubt, Bon Jovi, Brad Paisley,
Mary J Blige and more...
On any night of the week, the most famous entertainers call an MGM Resorts Inter
International
national® venue their
From beloved musicians and comic geniuses to pr
emier sporting events and theatrical
stage. From
premier
productions, the brand images of the hottest international
inter national acts have a rrewarding
ewarding relationship
relationship with us.
productions,

Stronger
Str
onger T
Together.
o
ogetherr.
Find out mor
more
e at MGMSPRINGFIELD.COM
MGMSPRINGFIELD.COM
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have said in this column many times trumped up charges in 1972 and
before, “You ain’t them.”
served time in prison before the convictions were overturned. Forty years
By Frederick A. Hurst
REPUBLICANS!
later North Carolina Governor Bev
disorder, as more children overall are
hat are we going to do about Perdue pardoned them all saying that
getting
a
diagnosis
of
these modern day Republicans? the convictions “were tainted by
ADHD….Between 2001 and 2010, They spent the last four years oppos- naked racism.” We all knew that at the
the rate of ADHD increased to 5.6% ing practical immigration proposals time but for Black folks, “innocent
from 4.7% for whites, to 4.1% from which destroyed their Hispanic vote until proven guilty” back in the day
2.6% for blacks and to 2.5% from potential and after losing the presiden- meant “guilty until proven innocent.”
1.7% for Hispanics.” Wow! I read so cy by a significant Hispanic margin, For some crimes, not much has
much about ADHD occurring in kids Republicans are suddenly seeking a changed.
in inner city schools I thought it was a bipartisan proposal that resembles
Black and Hispanic disease!
what Democrats and Obama have
A FIRESTORM
called for all along. And they are even
WAITING TO HAPPEN
WHO WOULD’VE
backtracking on voter suppression iniearly two decades after the end
KNOWN IT?
tiatives (see Republican Florida
of Apartheid, Black South
urder is not the kind of gun Governor Rick Scott run backwards)
Africans earn six times less than White
violence that kills the most designed to discourage the Black votSouth Africans. The average annual
Americans. In 2010, the last year for ers after seeing Black voters come out
income in 2011 for Blacks was $7,500
which complete numbers are available, in droves to defeat their efforts by votwhile Whites earned $45,600 on averthe number of gun deaths by suicide ing Obama back into office. In Florida
age. It’s probably fair to say that trouin the United States outnumbered alone, 238,000 more Hispanics voted
ble is brewing.
homicides 19,392 to 11,078. If you than in 2008 and President Obama
add up all American gun deaths that got 60% of Hispanic voters and won
OBAMA TO THOSE
year, including accidents, 3 out of 5 the swing state with a margin of victoACCUSING HIM OF
people who died from gunshot ry of 78,000 votes. Likewise in Ohio,
wounds took their own lives. Those where the Black turnout increased by
APPOINTING AN ALL
figures are not an anomaly. With just a 178,000 votes giving the President a
WHITE CABINET
few exceptions, the majority of gun 103,000 vote margin of victory. And
ave you forgotten that I am a
deaths in the United States have been that’s without even touching on the
member of the cabinet?”
self-inflicted every year since at least women and youth vote. Republicans
1920.” (Boston Sunday Globe, January better get some demographic sense.
JUST PLAIN BLACK
20, 2013)
…poll
numbers suggest something
GOOD FOR THE
very interesting about this country
NOT AGAIN!
WILMINGTON 10
in terms of racial progress. They show
YOU AIN’T THEM!
f you weren’t around to see the late American voters embracing a nonStokely Carmichael stand on the magical black man. The magicalormer New Orleans Mayor Ray
Nagin of Katrina fame, the man steps at Frederick Douglas Hall and Negro concept arose from a need to
who warned poor people to evacuate wave his 38 revolver in the air and call rectify supposed black inferiority with
who had nowhere to evacuate to, for the burning of Washington, D.C. the undeniability of black wisdom by
while leaving a fleet of school buses in in response to the assassination of Dr. suggesting that wisdom is so alien that
the flood zone to be inundated with Martin Luther King, then you proba- its origin cannot be explained by norKatrina’s flood waters along with New bly don’t remember the Wilmington mal scientific methods. While some
Orleans’ poor citizens, has been 10, who were convicted of arson and may think it complimentary to be conindicted for bribery, conspiracy, wire conspiracy. Benjamin Chavis, former sidered magical, it is offensive because
fraud, money laundering and filing NAACP president, was one of them. it suggests that black excellence is so
false tax returns while in office. As we The militant activist was convicted on shocking, it can come only from a
source that is supernatural. To accept
a black leader (Obama) who is
extraordinary yet so human that he
cannot be magical is an entirely different prospect than electing a black
superhero who lived up to my mom’s
standard of having to be twice as
good. But to embrace a fallible black
person (Obama) who cannot promise
anything but hope, intelligence, sweat
and experience, now that comes closer to equality. Equality is freedom
from having to be twice as good to get
ahead.” (Touré, Time, September 26,
2012) ■

AF-AM NEWS
IT MUST BE A JOKE!

C

onservative Columnist Cal
Thomas (Boston Herald, January
10, 2013) complained of a “double
standard” when NAACP President
Benjamin Jealous accused Black
Republican South Carolina Senator
Tim Scott (who received an “F” on
the NAACP civil rights score card) of
not believing in civil rights. Scott may
be a nice man but he sure acts like he
doesn’t believe in civil rights and he
seems to embrace a lot of other ideas
that the extreme right wing does and
doesn’t believe in. Many of us supported Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas with the idea that,
despite his right wing history, he
couldn’t possibly ignore his AfricanAmerican roots when elevated to the
highest court in the land. We were
dead wrong and won’t be fooled twice.
If Tim Scott is not a Clarence
Thomas, he will have to prove it
before being embraced by Black
America.

IT MUST BE A JOKE!

C

ornelius Chapman advocating for
the Republican Party wrote, “You
have to ignore a lot of American history to conclude that the Democratic
Party is the natural home for AfricanAmericans.” (Boston Herald, January 2,
2013)

IT IS NOT A JOKE!

“T

he Bureau of Labor Statistics
estimates that the economy
will provide 21,880 new jobs for
lawyers annually between 2010 and
2020; law schools since 2010, however, have produced more than 44,000
graduates each year. Yet schools continue to enroll more students than the
market demands and to raise tuition
faster than inflation. The result is
exploding debt loads for current students and graduates whose employment prospects are appalling.” (The
Wall Street Journal, January 3, 2013)

WHO WOULD’VE
KNOWN IT?

A

ccording to a report in The Wall
Street Journal (January 22, 2013),
“White children from high income
homes are most likely to be diagnosed
with attention-deficit hyperactivity

b i t s
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E D U C A T I O N
YOUNG ORATORS: PRESIDENT OBAMA
WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUD!
By Dwight Bachman, Public Relations Officer Eastern Connecticut State University
in responsible,
resident Barack Hussein
adult perspectives
Obama, who, along with
and rules for
Frederick Douglas, Dr. Martin
young
people;
Luther King Jr. and President John
Dwight
plots from the
Bachman
Kennedy, is considered to be one of
play “Ebeneeza; ideas in the book,
the nation’s greatest orators, would
“My Everest Story”; the impact of
have been proud had he attended the
bullying; letter writing campaigns to
Ninth Annual Brother Dr. Martin
far away countries; how kids think;
Luther King Jr. Young People’s
and of course, quotes from President
Oratorical Contest on Jan. 16 at
Obama. She made a complex concept
Bethel AME Church in Bloomfield.
of democracy seem simple and fun.
The contest, organized by Rufus
Robinson’s exceptional presentaJones, and sponsored by The
tion
may have won first place in the
Travelers Insurance Company, the
middle school division, but up
Beta Sigma Lambda Chapter BSL
Participants in the Ninth Annual Brother Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
stepped Mills-Govan with a passionEducational Foundation, Inc. and the
Young People’s Oratorical Contest, left to right, Kenneth Galm, Jerome
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, show- Darling, Dexter Amadasun, Tess Robinson, Vaeyanna Lettman, Ashleigh ate delivery that electrified the audience. “Let’s face it,” she said, “my
Mills-Govan, Chiara White-Mink and Cyrus Henry.
cased eight finalists who squared off
against each other, broaching the to free public education. “I believe it forefathers to come off the sidelines presence on this pulpit is unlikely. My
topic, “The Role of Youth in is an obligation for us to take full and get involved in the democratic father is unknown. My biological
mother is battling demons and drugs.
Democracy Today.” When the dust advantage of this precious opportuni- process.
settled, it was clear, that in today’s ty.” He urged families not to squander
Robinson, in giving a very sub- I am being reared by my mother’s first
high-tech world of iPhones, iPads and opportunities, citing Malcolm X — stantive presentation, seemed to thor- cousin. You’d think I’d be confused
continues to page 22
other gadgets, the power of the word “Education is our passport to the oughly enjoy herself as she sprinkled
future, for tomorrow belongs to the
still rules the day.
In the end, Dexter Amadasun of people who prepare for it today.”
Darling expressed concern with
University High School of Science
and Engineering in Bridgeport, the trivial behavior of many young
walked away with the first place prize people who “camp outside of stores
of $3,000 in the high school division; for shoes just because they ‘need’
Jerome Darling of the Hartford-based these name brand sneakers.” He
Classical Magnet School took second pointed out how young people call
place ($2000); Vaeyanna Lettman of radio stations day and night to request
the Capital Preparatory Magnet a song or win tickets, but never call to
Physician Relations Representative
School in Hartford, third place voice their opinions about burning
Are you driven to help improve patient care and make a difference?
($1,000); and fourth place ($500) went issues in the community of the
to Chiara White-Mink of the Classical nation.
Are you a driven self-starter with a sales background?
Lettman expressed dismay at the
Magnet School.
Are you interested in being a trusted advisor, building relationships with
In the middle school division, number of young people who show
physicians and their office staffs across the Western New England region?
Ashleigh Mills-Govan, a student at the little interest in education. “Obama’s
Working as a Physician Relations Representative, you will visit with area
Metropolitan Learning Center in 2012 campaign slogan was ‘Forward,’
primary care providers to develop long-term, positive relationships which
Bloomfield, won first place ($3,000); but not being educated and not getexpand the number of patient referrals to Baystate Health specialists and
clinical programs/services. By doing so, you’ll help patients and their families
Tess Robinson, representing the ting involved is only helping us to take
to receive care locally, at one of the Top Health Systems in the country.
Hartford Magnet Trinity College multiple steps BACK! Our youth need
Academy, took second ($2,000); Cyrus to take…their focus off MAKING
Are you up for the challenge and a truly rewarding career?
Henry of the King Phillip Middle millions, and start educating themTo learn more about this opportunity and to connect with our mission, please
School in West Hartford, took third selves on the issues that will HELP
visit baystatehealthjobs.com and search for position number 62357.
place ($500); and Kenneth Galm of millions!”
White-Mink, too, encouraged
the Hartford Magnet Trinity College
Baystate Health is an equal opportunity employer
committed to an inclusive and diverse workforce. EOE/AA
young people to thoroughly educate
Academy, took fourth place ($500).
Amadasun, in smooth, oratorical themselves on all the issues affecting
style, urged the audience to stress edu- their lives, and to get involved by votcation as a key responsibility in a ing, volunteering, running for office
democratic society, arguing how and organizing grass roots campaigns.
“blessed“ students are with the right She said young people owed it to their

P
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E D U C A T I O N
READING TO SUCCEED

Sally Fuller heads the
Reading Success by 4th
Grade (RS4G) initiative for
the Irene E. & George A.
Davis Foundation, to build
community support and align
efforts for all Springfield’s
children to read proficiently
on the 3rd grade MCAS.
www.readby4thgrade.com

A

critical component of the
efforts to move our children
to reading proficiency by the
end of third grade is access to high
quality early childhood education.
Research tells us that children who
participate in a high quality early
childhood education experience
develop better language skills, score
higher in school-readiness tests and
have fewer behavioral problems in
school. In addition, low-income children with high quality learning experiences are 40% less likely to need special education or be held back a grade,
30% more likely to graduate from
high school and more than twice as
likely to attend college.
Having successfully made the
case for early childhood education
and its importance to the success of
our children, I am pleased to report
that the community-wide initiative

Mary Walachy

CONGRATULATIONS,
MARY WALACHY AND
CHERYL STANLEY, AND
THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE

Reading Success by 4th Grade is completely aligned with the state’s agency
that regulates, provides and supports
high quality early childhood education, the Department of Early
Education and Care (EEC). This
department, when created in 2005,
was the first of its kind in the nation,
consolidating state funding for supports and services for very young children.
Now
ably
headed
by
Commissioner Sherri Killins, EEC
has been elevated to par status with
the Departments of Elementary/
Secondary Education and Higher
Education, important recognition of
the value of early childhood education, with each of these departments
overseen by a state-wide board of
directors.
As our reading proficiency initia-

By Sally Fuller
tive continues to gain momentum, we
are pleased to report that Western
Massachusetts is well represented on
the board of the EEC, with Mary
Walachy, Executive Director of the
Irene E. & George A. Davis
Foundation recently appointed, and
Dr. Cheryl Stanley of Westfield State
University, appointed more than a
year ago. They are our region’s voice
on the board for children from birth5 years old.
Upon her appointment, EEC
Commissioner Sherri Killins said,
“Mary has long been a partner in the
work of early education in
Massachusetts, both in Springfield
and across the state, and is wellrespected in the community for her
passion and experience. As she furthers her commitment by joining the
Board, I look forward to working with

Dr. Cheryl
A.Stanley

her on increasing positive outcomes
for the children and families of the
Commonwealth.”
Dr. Cheryl A. Stanley, appointed
Dean of Education at Westfield State
University in 2011, has served as the
Chairperson,
Early
Childhood
Program Coordinator, and coordinator of the pre-practicum program.
Her experience in the education
department well qualifies her for this
board position, as she taught courses
in curriculum and instruction and
classroom management for education
majors seeking licensure in early childhood, elementary and special education.
We are proud to have these
women of Western Massachusetts
show their passion and commitment
to young children through their EEC
board service. ■

PARENTS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Patricia Spradley is
Chief Administrator
for Parent and
Community
Engagement,
Springfield Public
Schools
(413) 787-6597

N

ormally when someone says
this to you, it means they
want to talk about things that
are not reasonable to talk about in
public—a private chat. But if someone close to you uses it, it can mean
they need to clear something up, or
just check that you’re okay about
something. This month I’d like to
share with parents, the value of having
heart-to-heart talks with your children.
Have you ever felt like there’s
some anger, resentment, or just negativity in your children towards you? No
matter how young or old your children
are, no matter how close you may be,
living day to day, especially together
under the same roof, can result in rela-

HAVING A HEART-TO-HEART TALK
By Patricia Spradley
tionship issues.
There are misunderstandings;
words said that you regret, anger
expressed inappropriately, failures and
disappointments. That’s not unusual,
just a bit uncomfortable until the ice
gets broken.
The good news is there are ways
to dissolve the resentment and not
allow it to overtake your family
dynamics. We used to call ours “a family meeting.” Most people prefer and
even recommend one-on-one talks.
We opted for having our immediate
family members participate—other
siblings, only.
It’s important to note, however,
that it may not be pretty when your
child tells you how you’ve failed. It may
actually get a little ugly. You might
think your child misunderstood you.
Maybe they got it all wrong.
Challenging though it may be, now is

not the time for you to explain yourself. This is not the time for you to
correct his/her perception. It is the
time to just listen and see things from
their point of view (no pun intended).
Listening is critical whether it’s a young
or adult son or daughter.
Contrary to what parents would
like to believe, we are not always right!
So when we’re wrong, we simply need
to acknowledge our mistakes and apologize to our children—yes, apologize.
Keep it simple: “I’m sorry I said that”
or “I’m sorry I did that.” Then simply
ask, “What can I do instead?” This is
the time to listen even more, and talk
less. Not always, but often, what our
children recommend is very reasonable and doable. There are times when
our feelings get hurt. Those are the
times they really get our attention,
causing us to look deeply within.
There are also times when what

they’ve suggested just makes no devilish sense! Those are most often times
when they challenge our morals, values
or integrity, upon which they know we
stand firmly. On those occasions, we
merely agree to disagree. When they
were still in our home, the precedence
was pre-determined. However, as
independent adults, it is their prerogative as to how they receive and then
manage our “heart-to-heart” conversations. And since we fostered a strong
sense of independence in them, we
too have to live with their decisions.
It’s certainly not always easy, but it’s
real and it helps tremendously with our
stress levels.
Nonetheless, a regular heart-toheart talk like this helps to clear the air,
makes for a happier home and fosters
stronger parent-children relationships
embodied in unconditional love.
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY! ■
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E D U C A T I O N
EDUCATION & HOPE

Gianna Allentuck is
an Adjustment
Counselor at Elias
Brookings School,
Volunteer, Wife and
Mother. For questions
or comments on uniting
in hope, call (703)
930-0243

FOOTPRINTS
By Gianna Allentuck

I

n January 2013, we celebrated
National Mentoring Month
(NMM), which, according to the
website of NMM, was “created in
2002 by the Harvard School of Public
Health and MENTOR: The National
Mentoring Partnership [and] focuses
national attention on the need for
mentors, as well as how each of us—
individuals, businesses, government
agencies, schools, faith communities
and nonprofits—can work together to
increase the number of mentors to
assure brighter futures for our young
people.” (http://www.nationalmentoringmonth.org/about_nmm/)

In February during Black History
Month, we honor the accomplishments and achievements of Black
individuals, each of whom in his and
her own way serves as a role model
and mentor to us, and especially our
youth. These men and women—a
reflection of the hopes and dreams of
our children. Heroes to be recognized
and revered, but also followed as bastions of possibility. Of reality. Not
simply poised to “assure a brighter
future” but to serve as the guiding
light on the path to that future…
The month of February also
brings us Valentine’s Day now known
in schools as Friendship Day, during
which we celebrate each other and the
blessings of our relationships. Though
commercially the day is filled with the
business of romance with candy
hearts, chocolates, cards, and flowers,
emotionally the day is colored by the
beauty of the heart and the powerful
nature of our openness and trust in
one another that supports and frees us
for our relationships.
The foundations—the themes—

2013
FARRIS MITCHELL
SCHOLARSHIP

of these monthly concepts: honor and
appreciation. Each one laced with the
threads of love and compassion. Tied
by our faith in those who inspire us.
By those who have gifted us with wisdom and grace. Our heroes. Our mentors. Partners. Families. Friends.
Coaches. Pastors. Peers. Educators.
Anyone who has touched our lives
through stories we have read or life we
have lived. In Education—formal or
informal—the development and nurturance of these relationships is especially vital to our growth as professionals and as students. We learn from
those who have passed the same path
before us; from those who stand
beside us; and from those we are leading…
As we travel from day to day this
month and all year long, navigating
the holidays and related activities—
whether historical, military, cultural,
religious, or Hallmark—we must be
mindful to balance the obligations of
our traditions with the trueness and
depth of those traditions that are the
relationships upon which they are

based. Remember the people. The service and feelings of those people. The
connections they forged. The hope
they inspired. Honor them with your
gratitude. Write a letter of appreciation to a mentor. Lead a discussion on
peace and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Volunteer at a school or community
center or church. Create an afterschool program.
Follow in the footsteps of the
mentors and historians. Live strong
and wise. Share and bond. Relate. For
as you find your way along this path of
positive, you will undoubtedly leave
your own footprint on the landscape
of hearts belonging to those with
whom you engage. Enchant.
Empower…

A uthor’s Note:
Please contact Gianna at 703.930.0243
or allentuckg@sps.springfield.ma.us for
more information on partnering or volunteering with Elias Brookings Elementary
School or the Mayor’s Citywide V iolence
Prevention Task Force.

Waatch
tch Financial Aid TV!
T

SPRINGFIELD – Applications are available for the 2013 Farris Mitchell
Scholarship, awarded every spring to a senior attending a Springfield high
school who lives in either public housing or has a Section 8 Housing Choice
voucher in the city.
The amount of the scholarship, funded by the Springfield Housing
Authority, has doubled this year to $2,000, with two separate $1,000 awards
to be given. Applications are available in guidance offices at all city
high schools, by writing to Jimmie Mitchell, care of the Farris
Mitchell Scholarship Committee, 186 Arcadia Boulevard, Springfield,
MA 01118, or by emailing him at jmitchell@shamass.org.

The deadline to apply is May 1.
The scholarship, begun in 1995, was named after a man who lived for
many years with his wife and 10 children at Riverview Apartments in the
Brightwood section of the city. Mitchell, who died in 1994, loved children,
and instilled in his children and many others a desire to improve their future
through education. All of his children finished high school and many went
on to college.
The scholarship is administered by Farris Mitchell’s son Jimmie
Mitchell, a retired Springfield educator. The recipient will be chosen by a
Springfield Housing Authority committee.

Click to watch!
on the STCC website to learn everything you need to
know about the Federal & State Financial Aid process!

www.stcc.edu
Or scan here to watch!

Springfield Teechnical Community
Commu
College
Exceptional Education. Proven Results.
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FINANCIAL “CENTS”

Walter D. Woodgett
Gator Financial &
Insurance Planning
413-455-3765
wwoodgett@gatorfinancialins.com

I

BATTLE THOSE LOW RATES—WITH
THREE TYPES OF INCOME
plish. And one achievable goal is to
create an investment mix that includes
three types of income: variable,
reliable and rising.

By Walter D. Woodgett
rience greater price fluctuations as
interest rates change. Specifically, as
interest rates rise, the price of your
existing bonds typically will fall.

f you depend on fixed-income
investments for at least part of
your income, you probably haven’t ● Variable income investments – ● Rising income investments –
Some variable income investments,
When investing for income, you’ll
been too happy in recent years, as
such as certificates of deposit
want to keep at least one eye on
interest rates have hit historic lows.
(CDs),
offer
significant
protection
inflation – because if the interest
Nonetheless, even in a low-rate enviof principal, and the value of your
rates paid on your CDs and individronment, you can broaden the
investment won’t change with flucual bonds are lower than the annuincome-producing potential of your
tuating interest rates, provided you
al inflation rate, you may lose purinvestment portfolio.
hold your CD until maturity. Of
chasing power. If this gap persists
However, before taking action, it’s
course, current rates are quite low,
over time, it could grow into a real
helpful to know what the near-term
which means CDs provide you
problem for you. Consequently,
direction of interest rates may look
with little income today, but their
you’ll want at least some of your
like. The Federal Reserve has stated
rates have the potential to rise
investment income to come from
that it plans to keep short-term rates at
along with short-term interest rates.
rising income investments, such as
their current historic lows until at least
dividend-paying stocks. Of course,
mid-2015. The Fed doesn’t control ● Reliable income investments –
not all stocks pay dividends, but
long-term rates, making them someWhen you purchase reliable income
with the help of your financial
what less predictable, but it’s still likely
investments, which can include
advisor, you can find companies
individual bonds, you have the
that these rates will rise sooner than
that have paid – and even increased
opportunity to earn more income
short-term ones.
– their dividends for many years
today, and more consistent income
In any case, rather than worry
over time, than you’d typically get
about something you can’t control –
from variable income investments.
that is, interest rate movements – try to
focus on those things you can accomHowever, you will likely also expe-

FINANCIALLY YOURS

NEW TAX LAW SIGNED AS
NEW YEAR ARRIVES
By Samuel N. Wilson Jr.
will pay an additional $800 of payroll
Samuel N. Wilson Jr.,
taxes over what you paid in 2012 on
Certified Public
Accountant, owns an
the same amount of wages.
accounting firm in
The new law keeps the income
Bridgeport, CT and is
tax rates the same as they were in 2012
an investment advisor.
He can be reached at
for most taxpayers and makes them
samuel_wilson_cpa@
permanent. The new 39.6% tax rate
sbcglobal.net or
will apply to single taxpayers making
203-368-6086.
$400,000 and couples making
FROM BRIDGEPORT, over
over $450,000.
CONNECTICUT
The law puts limitations on the
itemized
deductions and personal
he American Taxpayer Relief Act
of 2012 was signed by exemptions for singles making over
President Obama on January 2, $250,000 and married couples making
over $300,000.
2013.
The long-term capital gains rate
The most visible tax change in the
will be 20% for singles making over
new tax law is the 2% increase in the $400,000 and couples making over
payroll tax. Everyone who draws a $450,000. The prior 15% and zero
paycheck or has self-employment rates will continue to apply to those in
income will pay more in 2013. If you the lower brackets as they did in 2012.
have $40,000 in wages in 2013, you
continues to page 9

running. And if you don’t actually
need the dividends to supplement
your cash flow, you can reinvest
them to build your ownership stake
in these stocks. Keep in mind,
though, that companies can reduce
or discontinue dividends at any
time. Also, remember that stock
prices will constantly rise and fall,
so the value of your principal could
decline.
As you can see, all three types of
income-producing investments – variable, reliable and rising – offer some
benefits, along with some risks of
which you need to be aware. But
putting together a mix of these investments that’s appropriate for your individual needs, goals and risk tolerance
may help you boost the productivity of
the “income” portion of your portfolio – no matter what’s happening with
interest rates. ■

GET FREE FOR LIFE
CHECKING.
> No monthly fees, no catches
> Free checks, ATMs and online Bill Pay
> Get $100 cash
1

GET UNITED.
GET HAPPY.

T

bankatunited.com • 866.959.BANK
Facebook.com/bankatunited

Member FDIC

1. $100 cash bonus, credited at account opening, subject to 1099 reporting and must be deposited into an interest bearing account. To receive the $100 bonus,
a Free for Life Banking Package must be opened which includes a linked checking and statement savings account, online banking and direct deposit. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for the savings account is 0.15% as of 1/11/13 and subject to change after account opening. The minimum balance to open each
account and to earn the APY on the savings account is $10. • Other banks may charge a fee when non-customers use their ATMs.
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NEW TAX LAW SIGNED AS NEW YEAR ARRIVES
continued from page 8
The tax-free distribution to charity from an IRA by a taxpayer age 70½
or older is extended through 2013.
Special rules apply to December 2012
and January 2013 distributions if the
transfer is made to the charity by
January 31, 2013.
A number of education tax
incentives were extended or made permanent in the new tax law.
The new law makes permanent
the $1,000 child tax credit.
The alternative minimum tax
(AMT) has been permanently patched
with a 2012 exemption amount of

$50,600 for unmarried taxpayers and
$78,750 for married taxpayers. The
exemption amount will be adjusted
annually for inflation.
On the business front, the 50%
bonus depreciation and the $500,000
business expensing option are extended through 2013. There are also
numerous business tax incentives
extended through 2013.
There is much more in the new
tax law. Please contact us or your tax
advisor for a review of your tax considerations under the American
Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. ■

Lease a safe deposit box for one
year, get the second year free!
"RING IN THIS AD AND OPEN A SAFE DEPOSIT
BOX AT OUR 3PRINGFIELD BRANCH AND SAVE*

www.freedom.coop
3PRINGFIELD s  -AIN 3T s   

#REDIT 5NION MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED 0ROMOTION
SUBJECT TO END WITHOUT NOTICE &REEDOM #REDIT
5NION IS FEDERALLY INSURED BY .#5! 3HARES
AND DEPOSITS IN EXCESS OF .#5! LIMITS ARE
FULLY INSURED BY -3)# %QUAL HOUSING LENDER

COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY INFORMATION

I

n a continuing effort to combat bullying and to provide financial assistance for the
education of our young people, the Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover Foundation, Inc. will
hold its 2013 Scholarship Gala on Sunday, April 14, 2013 from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm
at The Log Cabin in Holyoke, MA.
The Anti-Bullying Scholarship is open to high school seniors who meet the criteria listed in the application which is reproduced below. The application deadline is February
28, 2013.
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H E A L T H
HEALTH MATTERS
manage (many times) overwhelming
feelings of sorrow.
Anika C. Johnson,
PhD (c), MPH, CLC
Hill Health Center
WIC Manager
-Your Health
Is My Wealth-

DEALING
WITH GRIEF
(Dedicated to Toya)
By Anika C. Johnson

W

hen the word grief is mentioned, people usually
equate the word with losing
someone in death. This is true; however, grief encompasses losing a host of
things/circumstances, including loss
of a spouse to death/divorce, job, pet,
friendship, a home, etc. It is natural to
go through a wide range of emotions
to cope with grief. Even for the most
organized and circumspect person,
there is no simple way to navigate and

LOSS OF A JOB
Dealing with a loss of a job, whether
being fired or laid off, can be devastating. With loss of employment, one is
left feeling the weight of the world
financially
and
psychologically.
Opening up to a trusted friend and/or
family members can help alleviate
some of the frustration. One may find
it an appropriate time to assess job
skills, network with acquaintances, and
explore new employment opportunities.
LOSS OF A FRIENDSHIP
Sometimes a friend can be closer than
a sibling. Many times we do not know
how fortunate we are until a friendship
has ended. Whether a friend is no
longer in one’s life because of death,
physical distance or the person was
simply outgrown, halting the contact
can be hurtful. During the period of
grieving over a lost connection, gravitating towards emotions associated
with happier times can offer a sense of

relief. Also consider taking stock of
current friendships and connections as
they can fill the void and bring comfort.
SELF-CARE
In times of loss, one can feel helpless
and vulnerable. Self-care (through
physical activity and proper diet) can
be the key to help ease some of the
symptoms associated with loss. It is
unreasonable to assume one will not
be overcome with strong emotions of
remembrance. Within the grieving
process it is healthy to cry, feel lonely,
feel overly tired, etc. Additionally, loss
of interest for things that normally
bring feelings of happiness are associated with sorrow. When possible,
adhering to a simple walking regimen
most days of the week can offer
healthy and individual benefits.
Moderate physical activity releases ‘feel
good’ hormones in the body and helps
to boast energy levels.
Consider foods that may help
boost emotions. These foods include
whole grains like rolled oats (oatmeal)
and brown rice. Reaching for unpro-

cessed foods like fresh fruit and
vegetable
salad
can
be
refreshing−think color. Stay away
from empty calories like alcohol and
junk foods. Eat comfort foods in limited amounts. This is the time when
eating habits can go haywire as some
people see difficult times as a ‘pass’ to
pack on the pounds.
Dear Robust Reader,

I

n such difficult times as covered
in this article, draw closer to your
circles of support—such as trusted
friends. You will know who they
are. Try to see your way through
difficult times by being easy on
yourself and keeping a routine that
promotes socialization. If feelings
of sorrow invade your quality of
life for an extended period of time,
consider seeking professional help.
Next month we will be discussing
another topic. Please forward your
thoughts, comments and ideas, as they
are
important
to
me
to:
ajohn006@waldenu.edu attention:
Anika ■

HEALTH MATTERS
and it is a measure of your average
plasma glucose concentration for the
previous 3 months. If you or someone you know has diabetes, this test
tells your health care provider how
well or how poorly your blood glucose levels have been over a prolonged period of time. For most individuals with diabetes, the goal is less
than or equal to 7%, but may vary
depending on other illnesses an individual may have.
The
American
Diabetes
Association (ADA), in its 2012
By Bonnie Paddleford
Recommendations, makes the following recommendations for your health
care provider for evaluating your
blood glucose levels. If you have been
previously diagnosed with diabetes,
your A1c at some point has been
greater than or equal to 6.5% which
according to the ADA confirms a
diagnosis of diabetes. In addition a
fasting glucose of greater than or
equal to 126 mg/dL or a random
Bonnie Paddleford
blood glucose of greater than or
hat is an A1c? The full equal to 200 mg/dL is also diagnostic
name for this test is of diabetes.
Hemoglobin A1c (HbA1c)
Who should be tested? The
Doris Harris,
Editor
Prevention Specialist
Caring Health
Center, Inc. Doris
can be contacted at
dorharris77@hotmail.com

DO YOU
KNOW YOUR
A1c?

W

ADA recommends testing for all indi- criteria are met then testing should
viduals who are overweight (BMI> begin at the age of 45 years. Normal
25kg/mg2 ) and have one or more of results should be repeated in at least 3
the following risk factors: physical year intervals and more frequently
inactivity, first degree relative with (yearly) for those individuals in the
diabetes, high risk race/ethnicity category of prediabetes with A1c’s of
(African American, Latino, Native 5.7%-6.4%.
American, Asian American, Pacific
There are 25.8 million individuIslander), women who have delivered als in the U.S. alone with diabetes.
a baby greater than 9 lbs. or who were Diabetes kills one American every 3
diagnosed with gestational diabetes, minutes, one new case is diagnosed
hypertension greater than or equal to every 40 seconds and by 2025 world140/90 mmHg or who are on antihy- wide, approximately 300 million indipertensive medications, HDL choles- viduals will be afflicted with this
terol level less than 35 mg/dL and or disease.
a triglyceride level greater than 250
What is your A1c? ■
mg/dL, women with
PCOS, A1c greater than
1410
1
410 Carew
Carew Street
St reet
Springfield, MA 01
01104
104
or equal to 5.7%,
413-739-4501
4
13-739-4501
impaired glucose tolerSOME OF OUR FEA
ATTURED SERV
VICES
VICES:
Make an
ance, or impaired fasts Pr ofessional Airbr ush Makeup
(as
as seen on celebri t ies) Appointment Today
ing glucose on previous
py St eam Shower
ool
testing, conditions assoure/Pedicure
Facial
llness Signat ure Fa
ciated with insulin resis, Salt Glow Body
tance (severe obesity,
d Wrap
tone, Swedish, and
acanthosis nigricans), or
p Tissue Massage
.and
and much much more
more!
history of cardiovascular disease.
If none of these
Dr. Annie B . Watson
www.WatsonWellnessSpa.com
w
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We
ellnessSp
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a.com
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COMMUNITY
LEADERSHIP PIONEER VALLEY

As Director of
Leadership Pioneer
Valley, Lora is
passionate about
strengthening the
Pioneer Valley.
Contact her at
413-737-3876 or
www.leadershippv.org

SPRINGFIELD
THROUGH
NEW EYES
By Julia Ortiz, LPV Steering Committee

Julia Ortiz

T

here is no denying that when
Leadership Pioneer Valley’s
Director, Lora Wondolowski,
asked me to organize our Springfield
Field Experience Day last fall, I had a
“who said that?” moment as I heard
myself say, “Yes.” Of course once the

initial shock wore off, I was no longer
fazed by the fact that I am working
full-time and am a full-time graduate
student at Springfield College. As a
33-year Springfield resident, I jumped
at the opportunity to showcase
Springfield and its role as a regional
collaborator in the Pioneer Valley to
40 diverse class participants from
Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin and
Berkshire counties.
Excited, my head swelled up with
so many ideas of Springfield’s hidden
and not-so-hidden treasures and
assets, beyond the challenges we all
know about. Springfield has a lot to
offer and shame on those who still
don’t know it. Focused on delivering a
culturally diverse field experience, I
collaborated with a diverse group of
steering committee members and
alumni. As agenda organizers we paid
special attention to ensure that panel
participants, moderators, and sites visited were aligned with LPV’s goal of
raising awareness of the needs and
challenges that affect the Pioneer
Valley regionally.
On November 16, 2012, our day
began at St. John’s Congregational
Church, one of the oldest and most
active Black churches in New
England. Leadership participants were
welcomed by city of Springfield

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

BLAKE HOUSE CAFÉ NOW OPEN
FOR LUNCH, SNACKS AT
SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS
SPRINGFIELD – The Blake House
Café, a new restaurant serving light
fare, is now open at the Springfield
Museums. The Café, which is located
in the historic Elijah Blake House, is
operated by the owners of the popular Benson’s Bagels eatery on Sumner
Avenue in Springfield.
With free wi-fi and secure free
parking, the Café also serves as a
great alternative to the downtown
lunch crowd. Museum admission is
not required to visit the Café, and
patrons can also stop into the
Museum Store located in the nearby

Welcome Center.
The menu offers a variety of
panini’s, soups, sandwiches, and kid
favorites like peanut butter and jelly
and grilled cheese. Prices for most
entrees range from $4 - $7. Museum
Members are entitled to a 10% discount off their meal, making their
visit all the more affordable.
The Blake House Café is located
at 21 Edwards St. in Springfield, and
is open Tuesday through Saturday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Mayor Domenic J. Sarno and
Councilwoman Zaida Luna and
received a historical perspective of
Springfield from Wayne Phaneuf and
State Representative Ben Swan. Other
highlights of the day included a panel
discussion of Springfield’s future,
including employment, education,
healthcare, and economic development and a tour of Smith & Wesson.
An entrepreneurship panel at Indian
Orchard Mills connected Springfield’s
history of entrepreneurs to current
leaders from the Scibelli Enterprise
Center, Unity First, Indian Orchard
Mills, and PSI-91. Latina artist
Magdalena Gómez provided a series
of interactive reflection activities at
the conclusion of the day to pull it all
together.
Throughout the day I watched
with delight as participants embraced
the activities of the day with questions
about the history and challenges
Springfield faces. The “aha” moment
came when participants, panelists, and
a steering committee members

became involved in a passionate discussion about violence in Springfield.
I felt an inner confirmation that LPV
is on-point in fostering regional collaborations that are enhancing culturally competent leadership skills in
these individuals from the private,
non-profit and corporate sectors. As
the day came to an end, it was rewarding to hear participants’ comments
about their misconceptions and what
they’d learned about Springfield and
its role within the Pioneer Valley.
Through our evaluation of the day, we
found that a significant portion of
attendees ended the day with a more
positive view of Springfield, and,
more importantly, none had a negative
view, as 39% had had when they
arrived that morning. It has been my
honor to work with so many wonderful people to lead this field experience
and see Springfield through fresh eyes.
For
information
about
Leadership Pioneer Valley, visit
www.leadershippv.org or call Lora
Wondolowski at 413-737-3876. ■
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COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY FOCUS

Jamina ScippioMcFadden is an
Assistant Professor of
Mass Communication
at American
International College
and a freelance writer
for Point of View.

Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois
Photo taken from www.library.umass.edu

F

or many people in the United
States, February is the month
Americans salute the various
accomplishments
of
AfricanAmericans. In actuality, Black History
is not limited to February, but rather a
year-long salute. In 2013 multiple historical events will be commemorated,
including the 150th anniversary of the
Emancipation Proclamation, the 50th
anniversary of the March on
Washington where Dr. Martin L. King,
Jr. delivered his famous “I Have a
Dream” speech, and, of course, last
month’s historical inauguration of

“A CELEBRATION OF
FREEDOM”
By Jamina Scippio-McFadden
President Barack Obama for a second ical timeline between the signing of
the Emancipation Proclamation and
term.
While African-Americans still the Civil Rights Movement of the
make significant contributions to all 1950s and 1960s.” Historians have
segments of society, there are those found evidence that Du Bois had sevhistorical figures whose legacies are eral connections to Springfield, includevident—though not always celebrat- ing St. John’s Congregational Church
ed—in modern society. One interna- and one of its former pastors, Dr.
tionally renowned historical figure is William DeBerry.
In addition to the Sunday prowestern Massachusetts native, Dr.
gram,
as part of the annual celebraW.E.B. Du Bois.
Great Barrington native Dr. tion, St. John’s will host the 2nd
W.E.B. Du Bois made history as the Annual Du Bois Lecture series in
first black to graduate from Harvard Springfield on Tuesday, February 26,
University with a Ph.D. He was also 2013 at 10:00am, with guest lecturer
known for his intellectually challenging Arthur McFarlane. This is only the secbooks, speeches, and articles. One of ond time in the lecture’s 19-year histohis internationally acclaimed books is ry that a lecture has been held off the
UMASS Amherst campus.
The Souls of Black Folks.
“Our historical accomplishments
For the third consecutive year, St.
John’s Congregational Church will pre- as a people are based on the efforts of
sent “The Soul of W.E.B. Du Bois: A those who lived before us,” said Dr.
Tribute to the Black Church.” The Calvin J. McFadden, Sr., Senior Pastor
inspiring service will be Sunday,
February 24, 2013, 3:00pm at St.
John’s Church. The program will feature musical tributes, dramatizations,
and lyrical dance.
“This year our focus is on ‘A
Celebration of Freedom,’ said Brooks
Fitch, chairman of the annual event.
“Dr. Du Bois’ story rests in the histor-

ENCOURAGING
YOUTH
LEADERSHIP
By Jennifer Bergus
he Holyoke Public Schools CONNECTIONS
After-School
Program is continuing its commitment
to youth voice through its new club,
Students
Together
Accepting
Responsibility (STAR). The group is
composed of thirteen third, fourth,
and fifth graders from Peck Middle
School. Together, they are forming a
student council to help improve their
experience at the CONNECTIONS
After-School Program.
Students in the STAR Club will
develop new leadership skills that they
will later teach to their peers through
presentation projects. Graduate stu-

T

Students participate in a leadership activity in the STAR club.

dents Erin Wetherell and Kristen
Torres are piloting this new club.
Their overall goal is to teach their students how to become leaders within
the school community. Assistant
Director Jennifer Scott anticipates the
club’s success: “We look forward to
seeing the students take action to
change their schools and the community. We want them to view themselves
as agents of change.” ■

Arthur McFarlane
(Du Bois’ great-grandson)
Photo taken from www.library.umass.edu

of St. John’s. “Celebrating Dr. Du Bois
is a way to pay homage to a western
Massachusetts native who challenged
the status quo. In retrospect, Du Bois
and the other trailblazers made it possible for generations of AfricanAmericans to reach once unattainable
feats.”
Both the service and the lecture are free to the public, and will
be held at the St. John’s Church
(643 Union Street in Springfield,
MA). The two-day tribute is a collaboration with The W.E.B. Du Bois
Libraries at UMASS-Amherst, as well
as other community partners. ■
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COMMUNITY
CALL TO THE CAUSE

EDUCATION STARTS WITH YOU:
BECOMING A LIFELONG LEARNER

schools to improve our rate of graduation and the pursuit of higher education among our young adult population – a goal that I wholeheartedly
s part of an organization that support and live by.
prides itself on a holistic
When I think about the imporapproach to youth develop- tance of having a good education, my
ment, healthy living and social respon- thoughts go well beyond the traditionsibility and serves virtually every sector al classroom. Whether we’re in or out
of the community, I am often struck of the classroom, we should maintain
by one thing that we all have in com- a student’s posture throughout our
mon, regardless of age, gender, race, lives. We should be listening and learnreligion, experiences, etc…
ing from the cradle to the grave, as
Inherent in each of us is our abil- we’ll never know it all; when it comes
ity to learn, to absorb our surround- to knowledge, there will always be
ings and use them to develop ourselves more to gain. The reality is that we’re
and create opportunities for ourselves living in a world that is constantly
and others in doing so.
evolving and becoming more and
In our region, we hear a lot about more complex, and we no longer have
making necessary changes in our the proverbial excuse of ‘ignorance is
Rachel L. Swarns

A

By Kirk Smith
bliss.’ We now have unlimited access to
formal and informal educational
opportunities due to technological
advances and the bridging of the ‘digital divide’ that once hindered computer access for so many.
Through social media, comment
boards, blogs, YouTube, and mediums
such as CNN’s ireport, practically anyone can share and access information;
some have even become celebrities
using these modes of communication.
With the phenomenal growth of science, technology, engineering, and
math (STEM), and the seamlessness
between social strata, suburban, urban
and rural communities, we are challenged to share more, learn more and
do more.
The great thing about being a life-

long learner is having the opportunity
to learn from all people no matter their
age, race, level of education, economic position, cache or pedigree. When
we dedicate ourselves to listening and
learning from others, we mitigate the
risk of educational disparity, bigotry,
and classicism due to presumption and
ignorance.
Answer the call to the cause by
committing to taking a student’s posture and becoming a lifelong learner.
We need to do everything in our power
to build and sustain momentum for a
culture of healthy learning that
embraces and appreciates the knowledge of all people. We may not always
agree, but we all have value. ■

ACCLAIMED JOURNALIST RACHEL
SWARNS LEADS OFF AMISTAD
CENTER’S AUTHOR SERIES

Pamela Trotman
Reid, Ph.D.

Kirk Smith is
President & CEO,
YMCA of
Greater Springfield
413-739-6951
www.springfieldy.org

A merican Tapestry: The Story of the Black, White, and Multiracial A ncestors of Michelle Obama
HARTFORD―The Amistad Center for Art Mary Wells: The Tumultuous Life of Motown’s First Superstar, on March 3 at the
& Culture will be presenting authors@amistad Windsor Art Center; children’s book author Rita Williams-Garcia, presented
(Authors at Amistad), a thought-provoking in collaboration with the Wadsworth Atheneum’s Juneteenth Family Day on
discussion series that will bring leading authors June 8; and mystery writer Attica Locke, on September 26 at the University of
and insightful conversation to the Capitol Saint Joseph, in conversation with NPR correspondent Karen Grigsby Bates.
region this year.
The March 3 event will also feature a striking exhibition of Hartford-based quilThe four-author series gets off to an
ter Ed Johnetta Miller’s magnificent work.
engaging and revealing start on Thursday,
Individuals planning to attend the author events are encouraged to read the
February 7, 5:30 – 7:30 PM, at the
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art with books in advance. Questions about American Tapestry may be emailed to amisveteran New York Times journalist Rachel L. tadcenter@wadsworthatheneum.org prior to Feb. 7. Individuals who submit
Swarns, author of the critically acclaimed questions will receive two free passes to the Wadsworth Atheneum. In addition,
American Tapestry: The Story of the Black, White, there will be “trivia” questions asked of the audience about aspects of the book,
and Multiracial Ancestors of Michelle Obama, in and those who answer correctly will be entered in a drawing to win a pair of tickconversation with Pamela Trotman Reid, ets to one of The Amistad Center’s major gala events.
Ph.D., President of the University of Saint Joseph in West Hartford. It marks
Advance reservations for the author series events are required; the
the first time that the Amistad Center has offered an author series, following nominal charge is $5. The Feb. 7 event and the authors@amistad series are free
many successful individual author and book signing events in recent years.
for members of The Amistad Center, Wadsworth Atheneum, Let’s Go Arts card
American Tapestry was selected as one of
holders, Windsor Art Center, and the students and staff of the University of
the “100 Notable Books of 2012” by The
Saint Joseph and The Hartt School of the University of Hartford. Each event
New York Times Book Review, and described
by Essence magazine as a “meticulously researched and eloquently written real- in the series begins with a reception, followed by the conversation. Books will
life detective story.” In reviewing the book, published in 2012 by HarperCollins, be on sale and there will be a book signing at each event. To RSVP for one or
The Washington Post noted that “In Mrs. Obama’s DNA is the best and the worst all of the authors@amistad series events, call 860-838-4133 or email amistadcenof America, a narrative and a heritage that we need to know and acknowledge. ter@wadsworthatheneum.org.
authors@mistad is made possible by Amistad Center members and a generSwarns forces us to take a hard look at that heritage. For that alone, this book is
a worthy and significant endeavor.”
ous grant from the Connecticut Humanities Council. For additional informaThe authors@amistad series will also include Peter Benjaminson, author of tion, call 860.838.4133 or visit amistadartandculture.org. ■
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LATIN@ GROOVE

Magdalena Gómez is
the Co-founder and
Artistic Director
of Springfield’s first
and only Latin@theater, Teatro
V!da. Ms. Gómez has
been a teaching artist
for over 35 years.

THREE CARD
MONTY
continued from page 1
Young girls in skimpy, cheap outfits serving free drinks to help keep
the clientele mentally impaired just
enough to keep making visits to the
ATM, which also takes your money in
extraction fees.

Workers in sunless rooms surrounded by people who aren’t “gaming,” they’re dreaming. The word
“gaming” is a euphemism, like “beeotch;” we still know what it means,
and making it sound French doesn’t
clean it up.
Casinos are magnets of despair,
and false dreams. Just like payday on
the Lotto line. We’ve all seen it and
some of us have done it. Fill in the circles, scratch the card, or leave it to fate
with a “quick pick.” Acres of
commercial space−for whom? How
will that impact small business owners,
not only in Springfield but in surrounding towns? What will happen to
our entertainment venues and all the
vendors they help to support? All I
can think of is the impact of the

Pyramid Corporation with their monstrous Holyoke Mall. How many small
business owners in Springfield did that
help?
Once you’re inside the casino,
they do everything they can to keep
you there. They’ll provide food, entertainment, keep the lights dim, the
sounds constant, and the pheromones
blowing. Casinos are sexy−they make
us feel like anything is possible in the
dark. One more dollar, one more dip
of the card. Like a peep show, it
promises everything and delivers
nothing.
I have informally been asking
young people in the city their opinion
about the casino−and not just young
people I work with but total strangers
(college age or younger) at the super-

market, or a movie theater, for example. I’ve been doing this for over a year
and have only met one young person
who was pro-casino. When I asked
him why, the response was monosyllabic: “jobs.” And then he glazed over.
Springfield spent over 1.2 million
dollars on a plan to Rebuild post tornado. Citizens gathered to give their
feedback to the paid planners who
came from New Orleans and Boston.
What do I tell my students who
thought their ideas and input mattered? Sure, there’ll be a referendum,
post snow job: billboards, media
blasts, mailings and promises. Sexy
bee-otch strokes the vote. The city of
Firsts deserves more than a quick fix.
What kind of Springfield do we want
for our children? ■

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY BY SUPPORTING THESE ADVERTISERS

SPRINGFIELD PEDIATRICS, LLC
Maria Ethel Evales, MD, FAAF

(413) 747-KIDS l (413) 747-5437
Fax: (413) 747-5433
299 Carew Street, Suite 126
Springfield, MA 01104
N e w b o r n s t h r o u g h A g e Tw e n t y

LEWINS
BOUTIQUE
Scitico Plaza Enfield, Ct
585 HAZARD AVE. (Rt. 190)
Exit 47E off I-91,
3.25 miles from the first McDonalds
www.lewinsboutique.com
860*749*2877

PRODUCTS:
 Mother of Bride and Groom gowns
 Bridesmaid-orders of 5 or more, hems are free!
 Prom gowns  Homecomings  Pageants
 Quinceñeras  Sweet sixteens
 Eastern Star  Social occasions
SERVICES:
 Dress making
 Expert Alterations available
 Shoe dying
 Professional Bra fittings
 Tuxedo Rental
We specialize in Plus and Petite sizes
"Personal service is our style"
Always a sale on in stock samples

C A R I N G, PER S ON A LI ZED R EA L ES TATE S ERV I C ES

MBC
R E A LT O R S
X‐BANKERS, Inc.
Bridgeport, CT Locations
875 East Main Street
966 Main Street
1245 Main Street
1358 Boston Avenue

Other CT Locations
31 Church Street, New Haven
60 S Main Street Waterbury
135 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk

Maher & Migdalia
Khatib Owners

Hablamos Español

Office: (413) 886-0010 Fax: (413) 886-0011
925 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104
mbcsells@comcast.net

413-273-4022

Specializing in Siding, Repairs on
siding, Insulation, Windows,
Roofing, Drywall, Flooring, Painting
and much more!
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COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVES

Rev. Talbert W.
Swan, II is Pastor
of The Spring Of
Hope Church Of
God In Christ

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY:
CELEBRATING THE PAST, SHAPING THE FUTURE
By Pastor Talbert W. Swan, II
Tuesday, February 5th
Coqueace “Koco” Powell
Health Matters: Wining the Battle
Against Breast Cancer
oqueace is a fighter. She is a fighter who
refuses to give in, even on her toughest
days fighting against breast cancer. This
Dallas native graduated from Roosevelt
High School and later joined the U.S.
Navy. She is also the co-founder of Sexy
After 30, a foundation whose mission is to
uplift those who have had various types of
adversity such domestic violence, sexual
abuse, teen pregnancy and more.

C

over thirty different workshops, addressing
students, parents, teachers, and community
residents; in pre-schools, elementary schools,
high-schools; colleges and churches. He is also
an award winning author of many landmark books.

D

Thursday, February 21st
Tim Wise
Race and Politics: White Denial
in a Changing America
im Wise is among the most prominent
anti-racist writers and educators in the
United States. Tim has spoken in all 50
states of the U.S., on over 800 college and
high school campuses, and to community
groups across the nation. He has also lectured internationally in Canada and
Bermuda on issues of comparative racism,
race and education, racism and religion, and
racism in the labor market. Wise is a bestselling author of six books.

continued from page 1
Woodson was a pioneer in making
African American history familiar and
accessible for all Americans. The
omission of any group from history
teachings results in a limited understanding of history’s relationship with
the present and future. Woodson’s
work was the platform to ensure that
students and historians today receive
an unbiased education that includes
discussion of the contributions of
African Americans and other minority groups.
Tuesday, February 12th
In celebration of African
Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu
American History, the Spring of
African American Education:
Hope Church in collaboration with
Closing the Racial Academic
COGIC Family Services and the
Achievement Gap
Springfield Branch NAACP will
r. Kunjufu is an educational consulsponsor the Third Annual Lift Every
Voice Lecture Series. The featured
tant with African-American Images.
speakers and dates are:
He is constantly on the lecture circuit with

T

Tuesday, February 26th
Kemba Smith-Pradia
Hard Choices: Why Your Next
Decision Matters
emba graduated high school and continued her education at prestigious
Hampton University. She associated with
the wrong crowd and became involved with a
drug dealer who was a major figure in a
crack cocaine ring. Kemba was sentenced to
24.5 years and served 6.5 years in a federal
prison. Fortunately, she regained her freedom
after President Clinton granted her clemency
in December 2000. Her case drew support
from across the nation and the world to
reverse a disturbing trend in the rise of
lengthy sentences for first time, non-violent
drug offenders. Her story has been featured
on CNN, Nightline, Court TV, The Early
Morning Show, Donahue, Judge Hatchett
and a host of other television programs. She
is a national speaker and advocate for fair
sentencing and voting rights.

K

(We are very proud to have shown pieces of David’s work in
POV in 2008 and 2009)
Art Gallery
St. Germain Campus Center
Western New England University
1215 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 01119-2684
Gallery Hours:
Monday-Saturday: 9am―8pm
Sunday: 11am―8pm
Information and Directions:
413.782.1567; www.wne.edu/arts
classicjacksonarts.com; d.jack23@yahoo.com

DAVID

WELCOME HOME!

JACKSON

All Lectures begin promptly at 6:30 pm at the Spring of Hope Church, 35 Alden Street, Springfield, MA.

Mind Over Matter ● January 27 — February 28, 2013
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MUSIC IN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE
IT WORKS!
continued from page 1
admit to my long held bias toward Yale
University which I have always viewed as a
haven for intellectual snobs. I never gave it
much thought. It just “was” ― Yale and New
Haven, two separate and distinct
entities, one notoriously academia
and the other a struggling inner
city and never the twain shall
meet. My bias always seemed like
the natural thing to me until Yale
alumnus, heart specialist Dr.
Stephen Wittenberg, introduced
me to the “Music in Schools
Initiative.”
The Music in Schools
Initiative is a collaboration
between New Haven Public
Schools and Yale School of Music,
which is among the most celebrated music schools in the world.
Yale graduates can be found displaying their much sought after
talents beside some of the best
musicians in the world. Yet many Yale graduate students are busy teaching music to inner city New
Haven students through the Music in Schools
Initiative. And Steve, who is chairman of the effort,
thought it was a phenomenon that I might want to
write about.
I was initially amused ― though honored ― at
the idea that anyone would try to interest me in a
topic as foreign to my history as music education. I
recall singing in the Technical High School Choir in
the early sixties before being invited out by an
instructor who didn’t see the humor in my disruptive behavior. And before that I recall taking a few
drum lessons at Classical Junior High School until
my mongrel dog, “Tippy,” grabbed my drumsticks
and ran off with them into the woods. And I recall
being ignominiously kicked out of my brother’s
singing group because I couldn’t hold a note. I also
recall subsequent futile efforts to interest me in
Tchaikovsky and his ilk, which only left me with an
even deeper appreciation for Smokey Robinson
and the Miracles and other fashionable sixties rock
and rhythm and blues groups. Nonetheless, I
grasped the significance of what Dr. Wittenberg
related to me in his well known low key, intense,
conscientious and inimitable style about what his
Yale class of ’57 was doing to promote music education in the New Haven Public Schools.
If anything suffered from state and federal
budget cuts to education more than sports, music
education had to be first among them. The irony of
the times is, when students most need productive
distractions from modern cultural drifts that have
given rise to single-parent families and two-parent
families with both parents working, urban crime
driven by drugs, a kind of isolationism that con-

I

trasts dramatically and wistfully with the “village”
environment of the past, and the rise and influence
of urban gangs and peer pressures and the “Wild
West” nature of the World Wide Web, cuts in education funding have decimated extra-curricular and

tie up along with a slight confusion in directions
landed us at the urban school at 8:00 a.m. When we
entered the school’s large music room, many students, who had registered to take the 8:30 a.m.
music class, were already busy practicing on the
instruments of their
choices (which had
been financed by the
class of ’57) under the
guidance of Yale
University “Teaching
Artists.”
Teaching Artists
are Yale graduate students, many of who
will eventually be
playing to world-wide
audiences or teaching
at prestigious schools and universities—emerging
professionals primed for the big times. For a small
stipend, they serve as teachers, tutors and mentors
to New Haven’s inner city youngsters whose families never could have otherwise afforded such a
high level of service. Not only were the students I
observed attentive and obviously learning (as a former middle school teacher I can read the signs),
they were doing so enthusiastically.

other “non-academic”
school activities when
they are, arguably, most
needed.
And many of us
believe that students
have suffered the consequences well beyond those
anticipated by public officials responsible for the
funding cuts. And the Yale class of ’57, at its 50th
anniversary celebration, decided to do something
about it by planning and
funding the Music in
Schools Initiative and
overseeing its implementation through a subcommittee chaired by Steve
Wittenberg, who drove
me to New Haven to view
an important element of
the program in action.
It would be an
understatement to say
that I was impressed by
what we saw at New
Haven’s John C. Daniels
School of International
Communications
(“Daniels School”) that
morning. And it was early
in the morning. Steve
MARCH
M
AR C H 22, 2013
2013
insisted we leave for the
7:30 AAMM – 4:30 PPMM
trip at 6:30 a.m. for an
8:30 a.m. arrival. I gently
MASSMUTUAL
M
ASS M UTUAL CONFEREN
CONFERENCE
C E CENTER
suggested that I normally
REGISTER
REGISTE
R AND CHECK OUT OUR
OU R BLOG
OG AT
AT
completed the trip to
BAYPATHCONFERENCE.COM
BA
YPATHCONFERENCE.COM
Early
E
arly Bird
Bird Registration is now in progress.
New Haven in ¾ of an
REGISTER
REGISTE
R ON-LINE TODA
TODAY!
AY!
Y
hour but I gave in to
Steve’s angst, which
SPONSORS
SPONSO
RS
turned out to be justified.
A bit of a delay in leaving
from my office and a
more-than-normal traffic

continues to page 22

It is time to be bold. This year’s
conference offers you, your team,
or your company the chance to
make the bold choice to have your
voice heard, to gain leadership
skills, to network or boldly embrace
your personal or company brand.

OUR INSPIRING LINEUP OF
OF SPEAKERS
SPEAK
INCLUDES:

SUSAN
S
USAN CAIN
Author of Quiet: The
Author
The Power of Introverts
Introverts
in a W
orld That
That Can’t
Can’t Stop
Stop Talking
Talking
World
In a culture where being social and outgoing are
In
prized above all else, it can be difficult to be an
introvert. But
But Susan
Susan Cain
Cain argues that introverts bring
extraordinary talents to the world, and should be
encouraged and celebrated.

JENN LIM
LIM
CEO and Chief Happiness Officer
CEO
Officer
of Delivering
Delivering Happiness, LLC
LLC
How important is company culture? Jenn Lim
How
Lim will
discuss her experience at Zappos.com, and how
company culture can become a competitive advantage.

QUEEN LATIFAH
LATIF
T FAH
Musician,
M
usician, Actress,
Actress, Author
Author and Entrepreneur
Entrepreneur
Queen Latifah
Latifah has worked hard to get where she is.
IIn
n an insightful and intimate conversation, Latifah
Latifah will
share how she became who she is today
today,, and tell stories
of her successes as well as of her struggles.

Plus a special spotlight speech with King Peggy
Peggy,,
King of Otuam,
King
Otuam, Ghana,
Ghana, Africa,
Africa, who went from a
secretary at the Embassy
Embassy of Ghana
Ghana in Washington,
Washington, D.C.
D.C. to
away..
become the first female king of a village half a world away

MassMutual Financial Services
Services | Aramark
Aramark | Johnson & Hill
Hill Staffing
Staffing Services
Services | LENOX
LENOX | Six-Point
Six-Point Creative
Creative Works
Works | Robert Charles
Charles Photography
Photography
Zasco Productions
Productions LLC | ILS Business
Business Services
Services | Republican/MassLive
Republican/MassLive | W.B.
W.B. Mason | Beveridge
Beveridge Family Foundation
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Around Town & . . .

Members of Springfield’s Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity Inc. and their
escorts attend the Annual Tri-Boulé Gala held at Hotel
Northampton recently. The three Boulés attending were Beta
Sigma Boulé from Springfield, Alpha Psi Boulé from Hartford,
and Beta Iota Boulé from Waterbury.

High School of Commerce students sent their condolences to the
Newtown, CT community.

Family and friends gather to celebrate Rev. Talbert Swan’s 85th
birthday. Seated L to R: Martha Gipson, Talbert Swan and DeLois
Swan. Standing L to R: Rep. Ben Swan, Lorraine Swan, Bishop
Springfield Urban League Vice President Andrew Cade recognizes
Bryant Robinson, Robert Swan, Agnes Johnson, Andrew
seniors who have been participating in the Urban League RSVP
Robinson and Rev. William Baymon.
and Foster Grandparents program for their outstanding contributions.

The Brianna Fund held its 15th Anniversary Martin Luther King,
Jr. Gospel Concert with First Lady Dr. Yolanda Lenzy-White and
Rev. Dr. Atu White, pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, presiding
as Mistress and Master of Ceremony.

Ronn Johnson of the Brianna Fund thanks the audience for their
generosity in helping the 2013 angel Jennifer Louise Lee (right) as
Rev. Gail Hill and Andrew Cade look on.
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. . .In The Community

Classical Guitarist Davian McDonald performs during the Annual
Dr. King Day Celebration held at the Community Music School
of Springfield.

Springfield area pastors attend the Pastor’s Council annual Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. service. Keynote speaker Rev. Dr.
Renita J. Weems, Ph.D is pictured in the foreground.

Attendees gather at the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. flag raising at Springfield City Hall.

Davian McDonald with grandmother Carolyn McDonald and
great-grandmother, Jeanette Hurst.

Wesley United Methodist Church held its 31st annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Breakfast. L to R: Rev.
Herbert Eddy, Rep. Benjamin Swan, Rev. Jerome Del Pino, Pastor
W. Faye August, 2014 scholarship recipient Yvonne Hamisi,
Keynote Speaker Dr. Joy J. Moore, Wesley’s pastor Rev. Joyce
Whetstone, Mistress of Ceremony Azell Cavaan and Springfield
Mayor Domenic J. Sarno. Seated: Rosa Lewis and Joyce Mayers,
Breakfast Co-chairpersons.

Youth participants at the Annual Dr. King Day Celebration,
“Realizing the Dream.”
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ENTERTAINMENT

THE SOUND OF MOTOWN
COMES TO SYMPHONY HALL

Spectrum to sing with Springfield Symphony
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Be There” by The Four Tops, “Just
Imagination”
by
The
Symphony will play a tribute to the My
sound of Motown by way of Las Temptations, “I’m Going to Make
Vegas at a “SSO Presents” concert in You Love Me” the famous duet of
Symphony Hall, Saturday, Feb. 9 at the Temptations and the Supremes
and “My Girl”, another Temptations
7:30 p.m.
Maestro Kevin Rhodes will lead hit. Rhodes recalled that many of the
the orchestra in hosting Spectrum, Motown artists made effective use of
one of the hottest acts in Las Vegas. symphonic strings to achieve their
They will be coming to Springfield to special “sound” in their recordings.
Rhodes said the four singers that
sing musical favorites like “Under the
make
up Spectrum sang with the
Boardwalk” made famous by the doowop group the Drifters in 1964. The orchestra back in March of 2008 and
Atlantic Records classic became one received rave reviews. “The Motown
of Rolling Stone magazine’s greatest train kept a-rollin’ through the night,
500 songs of all time. The song entertaining a wildly appreciative and
would become an American cultural sold out house,” wrote local music
classic along with “Soul Man”, “Get critic Clifton J. Noble Jr.
Harmonies and Choreography
Ready”, “The Way You Do the
Spectrum’s performances include
Things You Do” and “It’s a Man’s
angelic harmonies and deft choreogWorld”.
raphy said Rhodes. The foursome is
Dipping into the Detroit songmade up of Darryl Grant of
book, the orchestra and Spectrum will
Oakland, Calif., Chicago-born musibe playing tunes like “Reach Out, I’ll

February at Westfield:
Paintings by
Omarthon Clarke

nostalgia:
It’s Not Always Black and White

J A N U A RY 3 1 – M A R C H 2
R E C E P T I O N F E B R U A RY 1 3 , 5 : 3 0 - 8 : 0 0 P M

Arno Maris Gallery

All events are free & open to
the public unless otherwise noted.

 

         

MOTOWN RETROSPECTIVE
Saturday, February 9 at 7:30pm

SPECTRUM – THEY’RE BACK! Performing the music of the
Temptations
e
Get Ready, The Drifters Underr the Boardwalk,
Smokey Robinson
o
an
and the Miracles Ooo Babyy, Babyy and more.
Tickets at 413-733-2291 or SpringfieldSymphony
dSymphonyy..org
Starting at $22 – Yo
ouths Half price
p
Sponsored by

Season Sponsor

Special supporrt from Sttone
o Soul Feestival

cian and versatile entertainer Pierre
Jovan; David Prescott, the soaringvoiced first tenor from Rochester, N.
Y. and singer, actor and group
founder Cushney Roberts, who left
the life of a Princeton-educated corporate engineer to cut his teeth in the
casino lounges en route to becoming
a well-respected Vegas showroom
entertainer.
The audience is invited to meet
Maestro Rhodes and members of
Spectrum following the concert in the
Mahogany Room.

Tickets for all concerts are on
sale at the Springfield Symphony Box
Office, 1350 Main St., downtown
Springfield,
charged
(VISA,
MasterCard American Express or
Discover) by calling 413-733-2291 or
on-line at SpringfieldSymphony.org.
Visit the SSO Web site at
www.SpringfieldSymphony.org.
Tickets range from $22 to $65 with
secure free parking. Tickets for youth
age 4 to 17 are half price. A discount
of 25 percent is available for groups
of 10 or more. ■
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MUSIC IN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE
IT WORKS!
continued from page 17
When we walked in the door,
Yale employee and lead teacher,
Rubén Rodríguez Ferreira, a South
American transplant who has a long
history of spreading the language of
music to inner city
kids throughout his
native South America,
was up one level to
the right conducting a
group of about 20
student musicians in
preparation for a
Christmas program.
He was focused and
the students were
even more focused.
The young student in
the front page photograph, Ejoel
Molina, was one of his students. I
could sense his determination.
During a recess I talked to him about
his plans to become a professional
musician and concluded that he was a
perfect example of the large impact
that the Music in Schools Initiative
was having.
Down below, at the rear of the
room, we visited a group of patient
beginners who were being assisted by
an equally patient Yale Teaching
Artist. They all seemed absorbed in
their music education and unfazed by
our presence and by the cacophony of
sounds coming from the upstage
orchestra or the noise from the other
groups in front of them that were
grooving attentively to their own distinct musical missions. Overall, it was
an exciting demonstration of how
effective the Music in Schools
Initiative had become.
I chuckled to myself when my

editor rebuffed my efforts to explain
about my visit to the Daniels School.
It was not difficult for me to understand her subtle cynicism even after I
told her that New Haven Public
Schools was hosting three such inten-

smiled to myself and said nothing
more while remaining certain that her
editing of my final article would
change her mind.
In fact, Music in Schools
Initiative is spawning a musical revo-

sive collaborations with Yale. She didn’t have the whole story. As she
viewed it, a rich, White guy from the
Yale class of ’57 had put up a challenge grant of $2½ million to fund
the program and his fellow class
members met the challenge and ballooned the figure into a $5 million
dollar endowment. She was concerned that the money was excessive
and the program not expansive
enough and likely not replicable. I

lution of sorts within
New Haven and
around the country as
a result of the Yale
class of ’57’s response
to the words of one
of its prominent
members who said,
“What I miss as our
reunions come and
go is some consideration for the role of
our class in the larger
community ― some recognition of
responsibility for giving something
back, not just to Yale but to our country…..” And the Music in Schools
Initiative was the result and it continues to grow within New Haven and
around the country and to some
extent throughout the world.
In addition to the three school
programs, up to 30 other New Haven
schools have paired music teachers
with Yale Teaching Artists who work

one-on-one with individual students
and assist with related activities like
music theory and ear training and
otherwise lend support to the music
teachers. And while many of these
Teaching Artists/musicians will one
day display their talents around the world
in some of the most
famous forums, some,
inspired by the experience working with
New Haven Public
School students, will
likely become music
teachers.
Many of the students they assist have
become participants
in the All-City Honors Band, the AllCity Honors Chorus and the All-City
Honors Orchestra and compete in
the Yale/New Haven Young Artists
Solo Competition, all of which are
spin off collaborations between Yale
School of Music and the New Haven
Public Schools. The Honors Band,
which was started in 2011, rehearses
weekly at the Yale campus and ends
its season with a public performance
at the Yale School of Music. The
Honors Chorus was started in 2010.
It rehearses weekly in the Yale Glee
Club Room and performs in concerts
at the Yale Glee Club/New Haven
Public Schools High School and
Honors Chorus Festival and other
venues. The all-City Honors
Orchestra is also a collaboration
between Yale and New Haven Public
Schools as well as the Neighborhood
Music School and the New Haven
Symphony Orchestra. Its 2013
continues to page 24

YOUNG ORATORS: PRESIDENT OBAMA WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUD!
continued from page 5
and heading down the wrong path.
Because of democracy, I have the
option to get an education. I thank
GOD every day…” Mills-Govan penetrated the hearts and souls of the
audience and closed, telling the audience, “Our forefathers fought and
shed their blood for this right (to an
education) and many other rights. I
am that dream fulfilled!”
Henry, citing the Civil Rights

Movement, said young people are
more excited about turning 18 so they
can drive a car and buy alcohol than
they are about voting. “Too many of
our forefathers fought and died for
our right to be included in the democratic process. Let’s not waste it. Let’s
make it happen!”
Galm agreed: “There is work to
be done.” He urged young people to
fight for voting standards; to end gun
violence, and to face the threat of cli-

mate change. “The future is now. You
today need to be active participants in
our democracy so we can move forward.”
All of the speakers demonstrated
extraordinary gifts of persuasion. The
judges — Shawn Wooden, president
of the Hartford City Council; Victor
Diaz, president of the Waterbury
NAACP ; Paulette Fox, executive
director of the Opportunities
Industrialization Center in New

Britain; and myself — were almost
left speechless as we tried to judge the
contest. We agreed that certainly the
confidence and eloquence, and the
ability of these young people to captivate, enliven and forcefully inspire an
audience ensures that the heritage of
enthusiastic, rhetorical skill in our
communities will continue for generations to come. They truly are our
hope for the future. ■
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COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY INFORMATION

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS TO HOST
ONE BILLION RISING EVENT
geous idea that we could end violence
against women,” says Ensler. “Now,
we are both stunned and thrilled to see
that this global action is truly escalating and gaining force, with union
SPRINGFIELD ― On February 14,
workers, parliament members, celebri2013, Western MA Rising will join
ties, and women of all backgrounds.”
with activists around the world for
To learn more about V-Day and ONE
One Billion Rising, a global movement
BILLION RISING and SAY NO to
to end violence against women and
violence against women and girls, visit
girls.
www.onebillionrising.org.
One Billion Rising began as a call
Western MA Rising was estabto action based on the staggering lished in early December, when
statistic that one in three women on Springfield businesswoman Kate
the planet will become the victim of Kane
violence in her lifetime. With the world approached Nancy Urbschat from Pro
population at seven billion, this adds Springfield Media with the idea of coup to more than one billion women producing a local One
and girls. On February 14, 2013, Billion Rising event. According to
activists, writers, thinkers, celebrities Kane, “I knew I wanted to do someand citizens will come together to thing big in the region’s largest city—
demand an end to violence against something that would engage women,
women.
and those who love them, across all
One Billion Rising is organized by communities. That’s exactly what’s
V-Day, a nonprofit founded by play- happening—an exciting collaborative
wright Eve Ensler. “When we started effort.” Other contributors include
V-Day 14 years ago, we had the outra- Springfield Business Improvement
Western MA Rising to convene in
Tower Square, Springfield,
Thursday, February 14, 2013
from 12–1pm

District and the Women’s Fund of
Western Massachusetts.
Nancy Urbschat, President of
Pro Springfield Media, says, “Western
MA Rising is an easy ask.
People want to be part of something
this important. It is our hope that this
one-hour high energy event on
February 14 will have a lasting effect—
one that inspires people to get
involved to help stem the tide of violence.” The event will be Emceed by
Kathy Tobin, former news anchor and
current development director for
Friends of the Homeless. There will
be performances by Evelyn Harris
(formerly with Sweet Honey in the
Rock) and her choir, Valley Women’s
Martial Arts, and several dance troupes
including the Small Planet Dancers.
Everyone will be encouraged to dance
to music provided DJ Brian Nicks.
This is a rallying event people won’t
want to miss.”
For more information, contact
Janet Bennett at janet@tsmdesign.com
or 413.731.7600.

Massachusetts Numbers
• In 2012, Jane Doe Inc. reported 20
domestic violence related deaths in
Massachusetts. 5 of these deaths
occurred in Hampshire and
Hampden counties.
• 32%, or 1 in 3, women in MA
reported experiencing rape, physical
violence and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.
• 1 in 6 women in MA reported experiencing a rape in her lifetime. 42%
of women reported experiencing
some other form of sexual violence,
which includes unwanted sexual
contact, sexual coercion and sexual
harassment.
• According to Jane Doe Inc., 1 in 5
female public high school students
in MA experience physical or sexual violence from a dating partner.
• An adolescent girl in MA is 4–6
times more likely than her nonabused peers to become pregnant
and 8–9 times more likely to have
attempted suicide in the past year.

LIVING

LIFE’S CHALLENGES
Dr. Sweets S. Wilson
is a Christian life purpose coach, motivational speaker and CEO
of Inspire ME,
LLC. wilson.sweets@
gmail.com or
860-869-8067

FROM HARTFORD,
CONNECTICUT

F

leeting moments of boredom
are universal, and are often
what drives us to stop what we
are doing and shift to something that
we hope will be more stimulating.
What were you doing before you started reading this? Were you fully focused
on another article? Or doing the crossword? Organizing your day? Or were
you staring out of the window, feeling
restless and bored? Boredom has been
associated with increased drug and
alcohol abuse, overeating, depression

OVERCOMING BOREDOM
and anxiety, and an increased risk of
making mistakes.
For some, the boredom you feel
can be attributed to the shift from a
substance-using to a substance-free
lifestyle. When contrasted with the
emotional highs and lows of substance
use, an abstinent life can seem dull.
The brain still is adjusting to the lack
of chemical substances. While the
brain heals, one may feel listless or
bored. The period from 2 to 4 months
into mending is often characterized by
emotional flatness and boredom.
Boredom can be a precursor to
relapse. For many individuals, boredom is a trigger; when they were
bored, they would resort to using a
substance. Unless some action is
taken, the boredom and the relapse
risk that accompanies it will not dissi-

By Dr. Sweets H. Wilson
pate. To have a successful healing, one
needs to continue to make progress.
Standing still can mean losing ground.
Try taking some action to combat the
disinterest that boredom represents.
The danger of boredom is that it
encourages one just to float along.
Before you know it, you can drift from
abstinence into relapse. The most
important thing one can do is take an
active role in your healing. Developing
some kind of process and working
forward toward a goal, taking up a
hobby, planning a vacation, starting a
friendship or helping someone move
forward in their own improvement
plans can be a big help.
There are some ways to reduce
feelings of boredom; for example,
scheduling every hour of the day helps
one identify unplanned sections of

time that can be used to explore interesting activities. Staring new hobbies
or picking up interests that were abandoned while you were using is a good
way to defeat boredom. Schedule
something that you can look forward
to―a long weekend, a visit with family,
a concert, or a movie. It also may help
to discuss your feelings of boredom
with a spouse, loved one or trusted
friend. Starting new friendships with
substance-free people can also help
alleviate one’s boredom.
As a final point, the structure you
ought to impose to have a successful
rehabilitation may not offer you the
short term emotional rewards of a
substance-using lifestyle. But it is
important to know that as your body
and mind adjust to healing, boredom
will become less of an issue. ■
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E D I T O R I A L
Frederick A . Hurst

MY POINT
OF VIEW

FROM THE PUBLISHER’S DESK

MUSIC IN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE
IT WORKS!

tendents in modern times. A
continued from page 22
rehearsals will feature a number of guest teachers,
former middle school teacher
including the Music Director of the New Haven
who was raised in a lean enviSymphony Orchestra, a former composer and perronment, he knows what is
former, members of the New Haven String
good for kids and is deeply and
Quartet and Yale School of Music Teaching Artists.
obviously emotionally commitThe Solo Competition is a summer program at Yale
ted to the success of the Music
that offers New Haven Public School students the
in Schools Initiative.
opportunity to compete before a panel of judges
All of these players along
made up of professional musicians. Besides being
with lead teacher Rubén
able to strut their talents, top performers are awardRodríguez Ferreira (whose hised prizes.
tory of teaching music to inner
It seems fair to say that the Music in School
city youngsters in South
Initiative is not only impacting student participants
America is an article in itself),
New Haven Public Schools John C. Daniels School of
but also the audiences before whom the students
and the Teaching Artists and
International
Communications
perform, which will certainly include many stumany New Haven Public
Money is certainly an important part of New School music teachers and other Yale professionals
dents who will be inspired by what their peers have
Haven’s Music in Schools Initiative but it is not the and alumni who work with New Haven students
accomplished and strive to emulate them.
driving force behind its success. Rather, it is peo- are what make the Music in Schools Initiative work.
ple and their cooperation and collaboration that They have worked hard together since 2007 to will
make the program work. Steve Wittenberg has a it to work and it is working.
very close relationship with Yale School of
continues to page 34
Music’s Dean Robert L.
LETTERS TO THE PUBLISHER
Blocker, who gave us a
great deal of his time
hank you so much for your support and commitment to the Sesquicentennial
explaining why he is so
of the Emancipation Proclamation Celebration.
committed to the
Music in Schools
The greater Springfield community has benefited by two editors (Rick and
Initiative. Because of Marge Hurst), who have their finger on the pulse of the African American comhis own background, munity. It is essential we have an opportunity to express a different point of
he has a natural empa- view. The paper has grown to include diverse people of color and their activities
The Music in Schools Initiative has gone thy for inner city stu- and ideas.
national through the “Symposium on Music in dents and their struggles
Keep up the good work. We are proud of your work and respect your devoSchools” (“Symposium”). The Symposium is held as does Associate Dean tion to this effort.
once every two years at the Yale School of Music. Michael Yaffe, who met
The next one is scheduled for June of 2013. Fifty Steve and me at Daniels Jay Griffin
music teachers from around the country will be School and guided us Ron Brace
invited to the Yale School of Music to an all- through the school’s proStone Soul Committee
expense paid, four-day symposium designed to pro- grams along with Ellen
Maust,
Music
vide them with “valuable new insights to shape P.
’m writing to you to thank you for putting the Links article in your December
their teaching.” Each teacher is nominated by their Department Facilitator
issue of “Point of View.” As a result we have received interest from new potensuperintendent, supervisor, principal, music super- for the New Haven
tial participants in The Links Incorporated, Eastern Area, Young Master
visor or a member of the Yale Class of ’57, which Public Schools. She also
Writer’s Program. Thank you! I also thank you for giving our community a
funds the Symposium. Upon completion, the coordinated a meeting
voice.
selected 50 teachers are presented with the Yale for us with her superviDistinguished Music Educator Award for their sor, Dr. Reginald Mayo,
Best wishes,
“outstanding accomplishments teaching music in superintendent of New
Danielle L. Williams
public schools” and sent back to their respective Haven Public Schools,
districts to continue teaching good (and presum- whose two decade tenure
Letters to the Publisher and other content
ably better) music. And some, no doubt, will be as superintendent must
must be sent electronically to:
inspired to replicate the program in their respective place him among the
mjhurst@afampov.com
longest serving superincommunities.

T

I

(Please reference a subject matter or e-mail is automatically deleted.)
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OP - ED
Springfield City Councilor-At-Large Bud L. Williams
City Hall
36 Court Street
Springfield, MA . 01103
January 15, 2013
Mr. Bill Ward
Hampden County Regional Employment Board (REB)
1441 Main Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Re: Casino Workforce Development
Dear Bill:
I was very interested to see the press conference the other day that you put
on with the two community colleges relative to the training of employees for a
possible casino development.
Certainly it is important to insure that local people are trained for the
employment opportunities that may arise with the development of a casino.
However, the presentation I saw in the media left two important questions unanswered.
First, while training people for opportunities in casino construction and
operation are very important, if the casino is built in Springfield and we handle
the process properly, there will be many other opportunities as well. There should
be jobs building and improving housing, in food service, in retail management,
and even in producing goods for use in the casino development. We should be
gearing up to train local people for these opportunities as well, before these jobs
go to people outside Springfield as a result of our failure to plan our efforts properly.
Second, while community colleges are undoubtedly fine institutions, they are
not the closest and most accessible institutions for many Springfield residents.
Not only are many older workers not really ‘Tuned into the college frequency’,
there are many excellent organizations and institutions like the Massachusetts
Career (Development) Institute (MCDI), evening classes in the Springfield Public
Schools, the Springfield Urban League, the Latino Chamber of Commerce, and
programs for job safety and job training at Western Mass COSH’s Community
Works programs and at the many relevant trade unions that will probably be representing people on these jobs.
I can see no reason why workforce training funds should again be allowed to
pass over the community and be directed solely to the community colleges. This
would be not only ungrateful and inappropriate in light of the good work done
in the past, it would be a disservice to the community people who need jobs, who
would have better access to the training if community-based organizations were
allowed to participate.
Please let me know when you and the other people involved in these efforts
can meet with our Sub-Committee to discuss how the efforts to prepare our
workforce for the advent of casino development can be broadened to address the
concerns I’ve outlined.
Thank you for your help with this important matter.
Sincerely yours,
Bud L. Williams
Chair
Sub-Committee on Planning
and Economic Development
cc:

Ira H. Rubenzahl, Ph.D., STCC
Springfield Urban League
Springfield Public Schools
Latino Chamber of Commerce
Western Mass COSH
file
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LETTERS TO THE PUBLISHER
Letters to the Publisher continued from page 24

M

y name is Ernest Allen, and I have been thinking about getting in touch
with you for quite some time now. We met briefly when you were helping
Bud Lee on his campaign for State Representative. I was one of the individuals
passing out elect Bud Lee flyers door to door. I was wondering what happen to
you and Bud Lee’s relationship? Well that is another story for another time.
I read your article “Where Are Our Black Elected Official?” in the January
1, 2013 edition of the Point of View. While I whole heartedly agree with everything that you said, I think the problem goes far beyond our elected officials. I
think that we as a community and people have to step up and start standing up
for ourselves.
We have seen the steady demise of small African American businesses (such
as African American restaurants and variety stores) and Human Service agencies (Northern Education Services and Dunbar Community Center). According
to Munoz, A. P. (2011) “Blacks and Latinos are disadvantaged by their financial circumstances, education, exposure to entrepreneurship, and possibly by discrimination in their opportunities to start up and run successful businesses.” (A
Look at Latino Entrepreneurship: Small Businesses in Springfield,
Massachusetts,
pg
3.
Retrieved
from:
http://www.bostonfed.org/commdev/pcadp/2011/pcadp1102.pdf.
Look at the condition of our communities; we are suffering from P.T.S.S.:
Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome which is a theory by Dr. Joy Degruy
explaining the etiology of many of the adaptive behaviors in African
American communities throughout the United States and the Diaspora. It
is a condition that exists as a consequence of multigenerational oppression
of Africans and their descendents resulting from centuries of chattel slavery; a form of slavery which was predicated on the belief that African
Americans were inherently/genetically inferior to whites. This was then
followed by institutionalized racism which continues to perpetuate injury.
Thus resulting in M.A.P.
M. Multigenerational trauma together with continued oppression;
A. Absence of opportunity to heal or access the benefits available in the society;
leads to
P. Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome.
(Retrieved from http://joydegruy.com/resources-2/post-traumatic-slave-syndrome/).
The problem is that we all know what the problem is; however, we only talk
about it amongst ourselves. We have to stand up and take some action. We need
to hold our elected officials accountable, and we must begin electing people that
have the best interest of the people and the community in their hearts. We also
need to mobilize the community toward particular initiatives and keep them
informed about current events. The Springfield African American community is
in dire need, and this is not a time or place for the faint of heart.
I am a substance abuse professional, so naturally my primary focus is in
ensuring that African Americans and other minorities have access to substance
abuse services. In order to ensure that occurrence, we need to have an African
American-run substance abuse agency to serve our people and other minorities in
our community. I am currently planning an initiative to begin community and
political mobilization to that end.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Ernest Allen
NOTE:
Bud Williams and I had a difference of opinion. We remain
friends.
The Publisher
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R E L I G I O N
RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW

Pastors, Ministers, Professors and Theologians, please submit your
articles for this page to Dr. Brett Snowden at progressivecbc@comcast.net

Dr. Brett Snowden,
Editor
Pastor, Progressive
Community
Baptist Church
599 State Street
Springfield, MA
01109

HOW WELL ARE WE RUNNING
THE RACE?
By Rev. Andrew Daubon, Pastor, Celestial Praise Church of God

I

Rev. Gordon C.
O’Neal, Sr.

n the sport of track and field,
there aren’t many events more
entertaining than the relays. Each
team is comprised of four runners,
each with the responsibility of getting
the baton safely to the next runner
until finally the person doing the final
or anchor leg tries to get to the finish
line first. Though speed is an important factor, what is even more critical
is that the baton is passed within the
prescribed space without it being
dropped. If a team member drops the
baton, the entire team is disqualified.
Life often unfolds like a relay where
one generation’s job is not done until
it successfully passes on the baton to
the next.
In Judges 2:7-14, a tragic chain of
events is laid out. It shows that Joshua
and his generation had done well in
the sight of God, but after he died and

Christianity seriously partly
the elders of his generation died, there
because we sometimes don’t.
arose another generation which knew
Our children learn quickly what is
not the LORD, nor the works which
important to us. They know that
He had done for Israel.
we take their education seriously,
America today faces a similar
because church is optional but
predicament. In fact, it has been found
school is not. They notice our own
that the age group 4-14 is now the
perfect attendance and punctuality
most unchurched demographic (as
for work and the laissez-faire
much as 90%). In 30-40 years they will
approach we take towards church.
have no connection with God. Recent
surveys show that an increasing num2. The church sometimes presents
ber of Christian young people who
a relationship with God as some
identify with the God of their parents
mystical concept reserved only
rarely go to church and almost never
for the spiritually deep.
pray. In recent years, surveys found
In so doing, we inadvertently
nearly 20%, up from 12%, of young
snuff out the faith of some and
people believe it is OK to be a teenage
turn them off from pursuing their
parent out of wedlock. This, my
own very personal relationship
friends, is troubling.
with God. We discriminate against
After a careful study I have
them because of their youth. But
noticed two things:
my friends, remember that Samuel,
Josiah, David and Joseph were all
1. Our youth fail to take

BOOK REVIEW: “JOYFILLED”
by DR. W.C. WATSON, JR.

By Rev. Gordon C. O’Neal, Sr.
ave
you reminds us that joy comes with each new day.
ever really Referring to Psalm 30:5 in the Holy Bible (weeping
looked at may endure for a night, but joy comes in the mornthe expressions on ing), he writes “The word of hopeful encouragethe faces of people? ment is a ‘Bible in a verse’ for someone seeking the
I have. I have gracious mercy of God.”
observed their facial
Dr. Watson has not written a book that supplies
expressions in vari- pat answers or makes poor assumptions. This book
ous public places, is extremely thoughtful and skillfully presented and
such as churches, will inspire those who are seeking joy from a Biblical
schools, shopping perspective. Godly joy is not from without, but from
malls, grocery stores, within.
department stores,
Dr. Watson explains how joy is a precious treabus terminals, train stations, and airports, and very sure through the Bible verse found in the Gospel of
often, there appears to be grim expressions on most Matthew, Chapter 13, verse 44. The story, according
of the faces that I see. It may be that they are bogged to Dr. Watson, “captures in a nutshell what it means
down with many problems. But for these people, joy to be motivated and inspired to accomplish great
seems to be absent from their lives.
things with a spirit that is joyfilled.”
Dr. W. C. Watson, pastor of Canaan Baptist
So what is the joyfilled principle? It is “the realChurch of Christ in Springfield, MA, has written a ization that our greatest aspirations and dreams are
book based on his own observations of people, achieved with a joyfilled spirit and the determination
many with whom he has been associated. The title of to harness this spirit to the fullest.”
this book is “Joyfilled” (discovering the profound
Dr. Watson raises some legitimate questions for
value of the joy within). In Joyfilled, Dr. Watson reflection for those wondering whether or not some-

H

very young
when they
rose to leadership.

Rev. Andrew

How do we
Daubon
turn this generation back to God?
We need to take our own commitment to God more seriously. We
need to see our youth as partners in
ministry, to be trained, challenged and
activated in service. Let us make our
expectations clear to them, celebrating
success and correcting in love when
they are in error.
We are on the third leg of life’s
relay and must soon hand the baton
over to the next generation. Let us not
falter in our persistence, nor fail in our
instruction, but be steadfast in prayer
that God will be the God of the next
generation. ■

one else’s joy is richer than theirs. (1) Who would not
want to be rich in some way? (2) Who would not
want to have the sensation and personal satisfaction
of knowing that you have been endowed by God
with exceptional circumstances and resources? 3)
Who would not want the ratification of knowing
that you have been richly blessed and most assuredly highly favored by Divine Providence?
These questions emanate from a verse of
Scripture found in I Corinthians 8:12, NIV. “In the
midst of very severe trial, their overflowing joy and
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”
It is easy to become “caught up” in the author’s
spirit when reading Joyfilled. Using both the dictionary
and the Holy Bible as references, Dr. Watson clearly
explains what joy is and what joy does, concluding
that “Joy is a Spiritual nature. Joy is self-sustaining.
Joy is potent. Joy is a dynamic force.”
The chapter in this book that stood out for me
instructs us on how to understand and to sing songs
in the key of Joy. Being a lover of music and song, I
found Dr. Watson’s insight quite stimulating.
As a colleague in Christian ministry, it is my
opinion that this book holds an important message
for all of us, one that will help us lead a joyfilled life.
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RELIGIOUS
DIRECTORY
PLACE
YOUR
RELIGIOUS INFORMATION
IN THIS SPACE
BY CALLING
POINT OF VIEW
AT
413-796-1500

Mt. Zion
Baptist Church
A place of healing,
help & hope.
Rev. Dr. Atu O. White, Pastor

Join us this month and discover
God's vision for your life through
our series:

KING
BRBADEAHABITS
Sunday Worship Service
10:45 am
Wednesday Evening Bible Study
7:00 pm to 8:15 pm

Join us for our Worship Services
Sunday School
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Reverend
Prayer
Meeting
&
Bible
Study
Nathaniel Smith,
Thursday
6:00
p.m.
Sr., Pastor

Âg{x YÜ|xÇwÄç V{âÜv{Ê f|Çvx DKIL
Where all who enter may be blessed

Alden Baptist Church
649 State Street
Springfield, MA 01109
413-788-9910

Canaan Baptist
Church of Christ

Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10:00 a.m.
Prayer Service
Monday
6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Noon &
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
Monday &
Wednesday
7:00 p.m.
Youth Ministry
Friday
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

ÂT W|äxÜáx cxÉÑÄx ã{É tÜx
bÇx ÉÇ fÉÄÉÅÉÇËá cÉÜà|vÉÊ
Acts 5:12b

1430 Carew Street
Springfield, MA 01104
413-739-5053

Rev. Dr. W. C.
Watson, Jr., Pastor

New Life Calvary
Baptist Church
B EGINNING

With Lunch

Thursday— Live Bible Study — 7:00PM
Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper
First Sunday— 4:00PM

17 John Street, Springfield, MA 01104
(413) 737-9583
Dr. Mark E. Flowers, Senior Pastor
Mountcalvarybaptistchurchspringfield.org

Sundays
Sunday School (all ages) ------9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship Service ----10:45 a.m.

Church Life
Wednesdays
Worship, Prayer, Mid-day Prayer & Praise- 12:00-1:00 p.m.
Bible Study --------7:00 p.m.
Praise & Study

A N EW

Sunday Worship— 10:45 AM
Sunday School— 9:00 AM
Tuesday— Book Club — 7:00PM
Wednesday—“Noonday Hour of Power”

Dr. Brett Snowden, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible School - 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

P.O. Box 91166
Springfield, MA 01139
413-734-4143

Contact Bishop Emanuel Brown, President

“We believe God has
called us to be a vital
sign of faith at work
in the community. This
vision is actualized
through our
Ministries.”

“A Church Determined To Follow Christ”

g{|Üw149UtÑà|áà
V{âÜv{
Walnut Street

141 Union Street
Springfield, MA
Fridays 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Saturdays 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Rev. Karen Rucks,
Associate Minister

599 State Street
Springfield, Massachusetts
(413) 736-8844

! 
!  


JESUS CHRIST ENLIGHTENED
CHRISTIAN BIBLE SEMINARY
ACCREDITED

Rev. J. Willard
Cofield, Jr., Pastor

PROGRESSIVE
COMMUNITY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School
9:00 AM
Morning Worship
Service
10:00 AM
Rev. Jesse E.
Prayer/Bible Study
Williams Sr.,
Wednesday
Pastor/Teacher
6:00 & 7:00 PM

981 Wilbraham Road
Springfield, MA 01109
(413) 796-1600

BETHEL AFRICAN
METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
27 Pendleton Avenue
Springfield, MA 01109
(413) 734-7611
Rev. Angelo S.
Dawson, Pastor

Rev. Donald A.
Thomas, Associate
Minister
Rev. Amelia Eddy,
Associate Minister
James D. Bullock,
Minister of Music

Pastor’s Bible
Study
Sunday 8:50 am

Sunday Morning
Divine Worship
10:00 am

Bible Study/Prayer
Church School
Saturday 11:00 am & Class Meeting
Wednesday 7:00 pm

Solid Rock Community Baptist Church
821 Liberty Street, Springfield, MA 01104
Telephone (413) 734-5441
Fax (413) 734-5438
Transportation (413) 575-4035
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am
Weekly Bible Study/Prayer Service Tuesday 7:00 pm
Bishop Curtis L. Shaird, Pastor
Reverend Harold P. Dixson, Assistant Pastor
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JUANITA TORRENCE-THOMPSON: Pushcart nominee.
Published fiction, children’s stories, feature articles, hundreds of
her award-winning poems in dozens of U.S. and international
journals, 12 anthologies, 7 books including her Talking With
Stanley Kunitz (2012). Writes print & online newspaper poetry
columns; produces poetry salons and reads internationally.
Editor-in-Chief and Publisher of acclaimed 30-year-old Mobius,
The Poetry Magazine. Her poetry is translated into 15 foreign
languages. www.poetrytown.com

[OVERCROWDED/CITIES]
By Juanita Torrence-Thompson
[crowded/crowded]
[crowding-in/crowding-in]
[people/crowding-out/people]
[houses/houses/houses]
[crowded/crowded/crowded]
[cars/closing-in/cars/closing-in]
[stores/crowding-out/stores/crowding-out]
[people/stores/cars/houses]
[people/people/people]
[crowding-in/crowding-in/crowding-in]
(no wife/no husband/no kids)
[no air/no breath/no will/no life

CHILDREN’S BOOK CORNER
The Bookworm is
Terri Schlichenmeyer.
Terri has been reading
since she was 3 years
old and she never goes
anywhere without a
book. She lives on a
hill in Wisconsin with
two dogs and 11,000
books.

“MIMI’S
VILLAGE”
By Katie Smith Milway
Illustrations by Eugenie Fernandes
c.2012, Kids Can Press $18.95 /
$19.95 Canada 32 pages
Reviewed by Terri Schlichenmeyer

S

o how are you feeling today?
If you’re feeling well, that’s
great! But think about the last
time you felt really sick. That’s when
Mom took you to see the doctor, who
looked down your throat, checked
your ears, and sent you home with
some medicine.
But what if you didn’t have a
doctor nearby? What would your
family do? What would you do? In the
new book “Mimi’s Village” by
Katie Smith Milway and Eugenie

Fernandes, a little girl thinks about
that, and then she has a dream…
It’s a sad day in the village where
Mimi Malaho lives. Last night, a baby
died and his mother is weeping with
the village’s other women. Mimi is too
young to sit with them, so she quietly
goes home. She worries about her
mother, and the baby Ma is expecting.
Her family has been lucky; nobody
has gotten sick so far.
But then something horrible
happens! Mimi’s little sister, Nakkissi,
drinks some dirty water. She was
thirsty and though Mimi knew she

BRENDA’S CHILD has made it her life’s mission to inspire
people through poetry and stories and through leading by
example with courage, confidence, and integrity. In April 2007,
she self-published her first book of poetry, “A Piece of My
Mind...Poetic Confessions of a Self-Proclaimed Diva.” Since
then she has published four more titles. For more information,
email: brendaschild@brendaschild.com

TO: B & M
By Brenda’s Child
You have shown the world that Black love is beautiful
with winks from the podium,
fist to fist “pounds” and a grin
as a signs of encouragement.
Though your display of affection can’t help but be public,
it’s the subtleties that are most inspiring.
Like the way you look at him in as much awe
and with as much admiration as the rest of us
or when you embrace her and remain frozen in place,
which is ironic because simultaneously
you radiate heat, which makes me feel warm,
because you have made believers out of skeptics,
become the image that dances
in the mind of young brown girls
who daydream of falling in love for the first time.
You have made grown men question
if they praise their wives enough,
forced them to step up their game,
because you have changed the game.
Power couple is an understatement,
and it isn’t because he whisks you around the dance floor
in an ivory or red gown to Etta James’ “At last.”
Or because you’re considered the leader of the free world.
It’s because you’ve shown the world,
that OUR love isn’t a minstrel reality show,
that strong black men can love strong Black women
and it’s beautiful.
shouldn’t do it, she gave Nakkissi a
drink by the river.
That night, Nakkissi felt awful.
The little girl moaned. She couldn’t keep anything in her tummy, so Ma
and Pa wrapped her in a blanket and
put her in their cart. The whole family started walking down the path to
the next village, where there was a
clinic. It took an hour.
The next morning, there were
lots of people lined up at the clinic.
Nurse Tela took care of everyone,
including Nakkissi and all the babies.
As Mimi watched Nurse Tela weigh
each baby, she learned that the next
day was vaccination day. The Malahos
decided to spend the night at the clinic so they could get vaccinated. They
wanted to stay healthy.

When she got home, Mimi heard
her father talking about malaria,
which was making lots of the village’s
children sick. Mimi knew that was
true, and she was thinking about a
wish she’d made the day before. She
was thinking about it when she went
to bed and that night, she had a
dream.
Her dream led to an idea. Her
idea led to a project. Her project led
to something very good for Mimi, her
family, and her whole village!
Even though your child is small,
you can bet she’s listening. Surely, she
knows that health care is a big issue
these days. “Mimi’s Village” takes that
knowledge to the next level.
Inspired by real events and real
people, author Katie Smith Milway
continues to page 29
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THE BLAME GAME
By Josephine Dixon-Banks
Born in Danbury, CT and currently a resident of New
Haven, CT, Josephine Dixon-Banks is a performing
poet, story teller, and dramatist. She also does PoeticCommentary on contemporary issues.

Build beach front property in the path of the ocean
Land developers had no inkling or notion
Deterioration of land
Experts amazed but don’t understand
Build your cities on an earthquake fault
Experts are shocked at this assault
Modern man is so intelligent and civilized
Subjugation of all life or death enterprise
Even stupidity can recognize and respect Universal Nature
In spite of modernized, plagiarized nomenclature
Destruction of the atmosphere and the birds
Business mentality of the absurd
Great waters of the world, the shark’s domain
To pollute these waters is insane
Destroying natural resources is profane
Modern man, civilized man
The reign of pain you inflict
Will predict the final demise of innocent lives
Blatant anger with a badge and a gun
Feeling powerful while intimidating just for fun
Shoot to kill, the law has won
The judge on the bench is full of hate
This animosity determines your fate
To appease this anger, punishment of an innocent stranger
People are resources and property
Crime and drugs blamed on parents and poverty
What about white collar crime
It’s portrayed as a good-deed most of the time
COPYRIGHT 1996

“MIMI’S VILLAGE”
continued from page 28
explains a grown-up issue in a kidfriendly way, and children will definitely identify with a girl like Mimi.
Smith gives kids more information
about Zambia health care workers
and health care in general, then she
and illustrator Eugenie Fernandes

explain what readers can do to help
make life better for other children
around the world.
For 5-to-8-year-olds who love
making a difference, this is a story
that leads the way. And for you,
“Mimi’s Village” is a book you’ll feel
good about letting your child read. ■

GREW UP IN THE DEEP
SOUTH AND SAVED BY
MANY ANGELS
By Clayton Arline
able to muster the determination and
focus he needed to become a success
in life. He went on to win racquetball
championship titles, gain college
degrees and receive recognition for
his extraordinary dedication to the
vocational school where he taught as
the Senior Aerospace Science
Instructor.
“When your life is saved again
and again,” Arline writes, “you learn
to value it.” His memoir reveals the
ultimate strength of the human spirit
c.2012, Outskirts Press
and what can be accomplished with
• ISBN:978-1-4327-9520-7 • $25.95 faith, perseverance and a mother who
without hesitation always bestows an
Author Clayton Arline’s memoir of grow- unconditional love.
ing up poor with an abusive father in the
Grew Up in the Deep South and
Deep South is a testimony to the resilience Saved by Many Angels is available onof the human spirit and the lifelong influ- line in paperback through Amazon
ence of an amazing mother’s love.
and Barnes and Noble and at
www.outskirtspress.com/bookstore
rline’s inspiring memoir for a maximum trade discount in
paints a loving portrait of a quantities of ten or more.
mother with a core of steel
who supported her son through his
father’s abuse, his own near death
accidents and on into a successful
adult life.
Clayton Arline was born into a
family of twelve children in the Deep
South. His family was poor and even
his young brothers and sisters had to
work on the local farms to make ends
meet. They had no indoor plumbing,
and their father was alcoholic and
abusive and frequently beat up their
About the Author
mother in front of the children’s eyes.
Clayton Arline was born in the Deep
Clayton’s mother was monument
South. He retired from the Air Force
of love and strength within their famafter serving 21 years. He currently
ily. She stood up to her husband and
works at Putnam Vocational Academy
she stood by her troubled son as he
High School in Springfield, MA as the
first tried to find his way in the world.
Senior Aerospace Science Instructor.
His was a rough path, at first, and he
He’s in charge of the (AFJROTC) Air
narrowly escaped drowning as a
Force Junior Reserve Officer Training
young boy and later escaped death
Corp and is the only Black Enlisted
again from shotgun fire, car accidents
Master Sergeant that runs a JROTC
and neighborhood violence.
program in the U.S. This is his first
Clayton was never able to take
book. He can be reached via email at
his life for granted, but through the
arlinecaj@gmail.com. Or you can visit
continued support of his remarkable
his webpage at www.claytonarline.com.
mother and the grace of God, he was

A
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FOOD AND FASHION
THE URBAN COOK

Rhonda Jones is
a Personal
Caterer and a
Food Consultant
rjcooks@aol.com

THE
PERFECT
CUT
By Rhonda Jones

T

rying to find a good butcher in
this age of cryovac meats
might seem discerning to
some but I’m here to tell you hope is
not lost. I’ve been asked many times
“Do you know of any good butchers
in the area?” Giving the same answer
every time, I always say “Yes, your

local supermarket has a butcher.”
Some supermarkets have a butcher
section and most supermarkets have
them on staff. All you have to do is
look for the person with a white lab
coat on and ask if they are the butcher.
There are a lot of people nowadays that have cut back on their beef
intake so when you’re craving for that
perfect cut of steak you want it to be
right. The cut of beef means a lot
when looking for that tasty piece of
steak and how you cook it means
even more. Having gone to many outings, I have come across some tough
meat almost to the point of choking
on it or chewing it so hard and long,
you feel like your teeth are going to
fall out.
Growing up my mom used to
cook us T-bone steaks or the
Porterhouse, which is very tender and
popular. We only had this on special
occasions due to the priceyness of

this particular cut. Then there were
days when she would cook cube steak
or blade steak, which are a less tender
piece of meat. No, we didn’t know
that the steaks were a cheaper and less
tender piece of meat. After mother
tenderized that meat―and she used to
beat it to death―you could literally eat
it with a spoon.
If you’re deciding on cooking
steak for yourself or someone else,
just take your time and look, smell
and feel that piece of beef before you
buy it. My favorite cut of beef for
steak is the Rib-eye. It has the right
amount of marbling and it’s so tasty.
Always remember if you buy lean
steak it’s going to be dry and you’ll
need some type of gravy or sauce to
go with it. I’m not saying to go buy a
piece of fat because you might mistake that for grizzle which is also a no
when buying steak but you need that
right ratio of fat or marbling throughout the meat which gives it its flavor.

If you happen to cook your steaks the
wrong way, don’t worry; just cut it
thin for hash or give it to your pet
dog. Been there, done that!
The best thing about talking to
your butcher is that they have a
wealth of knowledge in their field so
don’t be afraid to approach them.
They can tell you what type of meat is
best for the grill, pan frying and the
broiler. Some steaks cook better over
low heat and some cook better on
high heat. The best thing about
buying steak―it really doesn’t matter
what cut you get, just know how to
prepare and cook it.
One last note when attending
functions, it’s nice to get the Prime
Rib but if it’s another cut of beef that
you’ve never heard of and you look
over to the person at your table
struggling, quickly change your order
to chicken! ■

BUY NEW ENGLAND CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

P

CLASSIFIEDS

ROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, SERVICE OR BUSINESS TO 1.8 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND. REACH 4 MILLION POTENTIAL READERS
QUICKLY AND INEXPENSIVELY WITH GREAT RESULTS. USE THE BUY NEW ENGLAND CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK BY CALLING 413‐796‐1500. DO THEY WORK? YOU
ARE READING ONE OF OUR ADS NOW!! VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE WHERE YOUR ADS RUN FREE COMMUNITY PAPERS OF NEW ENGLAND WWW.FCPNE.COM

AUTOS WANTED:
CASH FOR CARS: Any Make, Model or
Year. We Pay MORE! Running or Not,
Sell your Car or Truck TODAY. Free
Towing! Instant Offer: 1‐800‐871‐0654
CONTRACTORS:
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED?
Contact Woodford Bros., Inc. for
straightening, leveling, foundation and
wood frame repairs at 1‐800‐OLD‐
BARN, www.woodfordbros.com,
MAHIC#155877; CTHIC#571557;
RICRB#22078
EDUCATION:
AVIATION MAINTENANCE TRAINING
Financial Aid if qualified. Job
Placement Assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy Today! FAA
Approved. CLASSES STARTING SOON!
1‐800‐292‐3228 or NAA.edu
HEALTH:
TAKE VIAGRA? Stop paying outrageous
prices! Best prices... VIAGRA 100MG,
40 pills+/4 free, only $99.00. Discreet
shipping, Power Pill. 1‐800‐375‐3305

MISCELLANEOUS:
DIVORCE $350* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property,
Debts, Name Change... Only One
Signature Required! *Excludes govt.
fees! 1‐800‐522‐6000 Extn. 800, BAY‐
LOR & ASSOCIATES
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here‐Become
an Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial aid if qual‐
ified‐Housing available. Job placement
assistance. Call AIM 877‐534‐5970
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home.
*Medical,*Business,*Criminal Justice,
*Hospitality. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV authorized 877‐203‐
1086 www. CenturaOnline.com

AT TEND COLLEGE ONLINE
FROM HOME
'&%$#"! '#%'##! "%'#! # 
  !"%%!#!"% %! !# ! % 
#!"#!  #$#! #%$ !#%$

Call 877-203-1086
www.CenturaOnline.com

FOR RENT:
MUSIC:
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
CLARINET/FLUTE/ VIOLIN / TRUMPET/
Trombone/ Amplifier / Fender Guitar,
$69 each. Cello/Upright Bass/
Saxophone / French Horn/ Drums,
$185 ea. Tuba/Baritone
Horn/Hammond Organ, Others 4
sale.1‐516‐377‐7907

WARM WEATHER IS YEAR ROUND In
Aruba. The water is safe, and the din‐
ing is fantastic. Walk out to the beach.
3‐Bedroom weeks available. Sleeps 8.
$3500. Email: carolaction@aol.com for
more information.

Jeffrey’s Suit Rack
When First Impressions Count

Buy One Suit and Get
The Second One Free
Alterations and Taxes Not Included
Jeffrey S. Clemons, Sr.
Proprietor
EMail: Clemonsjeffrey@aol.com
Hours: Tuesday-Sat.11-5 Sunday and Monday by Appt. only

287 East St. Ludlow, Ma. 01056
(413) 583-3200 Tel. (413) 583-3208 Fax

POV_February_1_2013_POV_February_1_2013.qxd 2/1/2013 10:15 AM Page 31

african american point of view

february 1, 2013

page thirty-one

BLACK

SPORTS

BLACK SPORTS INTERNATIONAL
REMEMBERING

REECE “GOOSE” TATUM
THE “CLOWN PRINCE” OF BASKETBALL

R

eece “Goose” Tatum excelled
at two sports, baseball and basketball, but is most famous for
his basketball career with the Harlem
Globetrotters. Known as “Goose” for
his comic walk and for his exceptionally wide arm span, he is remembered
more for his comic antics in games
than for his athletic ability and accomplishments, which were considerable.
Reece Tatum was born on May 3
or 31, 1921, in El Dorado, Arkansas,
although sources differ on his birth
date and birthplace. His father, Ben,
was a part-time preacher and part-time
farmer, who also worked at the local
sawmill, while his mother, Alice, stayed
home to raise their seven children, of
whom Reece was the fifth. He attended Booker T. Washington High

School, but may not have graduated,
since he was employed at the local
sawmill, and played baseball while still
in his teens.
By 1937, Tatum was playing professional baseball for the Louisville
Black Colonels of the Negro Leagues.
He later played for the Memphis Red
Sox, the Birmingham Black Barons
(1941 and 1942), and the Indianapolis
Clowns (1943 and 1946–1949).
A decade later, as part-owner of
the team, he occasionally played for
the Detroit Stars. Tatum played first
base, where his long arms made him
skilled at fielding the throws of his
teammates. Early in his career, he
began enlivening the games with
comic antics, including catching
throws behind his back, kneeling in
mock prayer before going to bat, and
inviting fans (especially children) onto
the field during a game. These performances caught the attention of Abe
Saperstein, who had founded the
Harlem Globetrotters as a touring basketball team from Chicago in 1926.
In high school, Tatum had played
basketball and football, as well as baseball. His natural athletic ability and
sense of comic timing made him a natural fit for the Globetrotters. He soon

became the team’s clown, eventually
earning the nickname “Clown Prince”
for his antics on the basketball court.
Tatum’s comedic routines on the court
were usually played off of his stature
(he had an arm span of eighty-four
inches). He often said, “My goal in life
is to make people laugh,” which he
deftly accomplished with such antics
as playing hide-and-seek with the referees or replacing the original basketball with a trick one. He studied
clowns in movies and circuses, always
seeking new elements to add to his
routines. Hiding in the audience during
a game, or pretending to spy on the
opponents’ huddle, or pretending to
faint until he was “revived” by the
smell of his own shoes, Tatum helped
to establish the Globetrotters’ reputation as an act that exceeded the usual
showmanship of professional basketball teams.
Tatum
played
with
the
Globetrotters for the 1941 and 1942
seasons, and then he was drafted into
the U.S. Army Air Corps during World
War II. He served at Lincoln Army
Airfield in Nebraska, largely as an
entertainer for the troops. After the
war, he returned to play with the
Globetrotters for another ten years.

He is credited with many inventive
basketball moves, such as the hook
shot, and he frequently scored more
than fifty points in a game. At the same
time, he continued his baseball career,
playing in an all-star game in 1947, that
drew the attention of major league
scouts.
Tatum left the Globetrotters in
1954, He created his own touring basketball teams, including the Harlem
Road Kings, Goose Tatum’s Harlem
Stars, and Goose Tatum’s Harlem
Clowns.
He died on January 18, 1967, in El
Paso, Texas, of an apparent heart
attack. He is buried at Fort Bliss
National Cemetery in El Paso. Tatum
was inducted into the Arkansas Sports
Hall of Fame in 1974. His jersey, No.
50, was retired on February 8, 2002,
sixty years after his first season. His
was the fourth number the
Globetrotters had retired. On the same
occasion, he was entered into the
Globetrotters’ “Legends” Ring at
Madison Square Garden. In 2011,
Tatum was elected to be in the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame.
Re-print permission and photo courtesy of www.blacksportsthemagazine.com.

FOR MORE SPORTS GO TO: www.blacksportsthemagazine.com

HÉCTOR “MACHO CAMACHO”

May 24, 1962 –
November 24, 2012

H

éctor Camacho Matías,
known by his nickname
“Macho Camacho,” was a
Puerto Rican professional boxer. He
held major championships in the super
featherweight, lightweight and junior

lightweight divisions, going on to win
lesser titles in four more weight classes, becoming the first boxer to be recognized as a septuple champion. His
son, Héctor Camacho, Jr., is also a
boxer. During his 30-year career,
Camacho was known for his quickness
in the ring and his flamboyant style.
Camacho had a storied amateur
career, winning three New York
Golden Gloves, beginning with the
Sub-Novice 112 lb. championship in
1978. He won four titles throughout
his professional career: The WBC
Super Featherweight (1983), the WBC
Lightweight (1985), and the WBO
Junior Welterweight (1989 and 1991).
He also had notable fights, defeating
Panama’s Roberto Durán twice, and

knocking out Sugar Ray Leonard,
sending Leonard into permanent
retirement. He also fought against
Julio César Chávez, Félix Trinidad, and
Oscar de la Hoya, among others.
In 2008, he won his last major
fight, the World Boxing Empire
Middleweight Championship. He also
made appearances on Spanish-language reality television shows.
Camacho was born in Bayamón,
Puerto Rico, to Héctor Luis Camacho,
Sr., and his wife María Matías. He was
the youngest of five children, which
included sisters Raquel, Estrella, and
Esperanza. Since he was his youngest
son, Camacho, Sr., nicknamed him
“Macho.” His family moved to the
James Weldon Johnson housing pro-

ject in Spanish Harlem when he was a
child. He ran into trouble there as a
teen, getting into fights and landing in
jail at 15. He also learned boxing and
karate as a teenager and, since he
demonstrated talent as a boxer, he
chose that sport as a career.
As an amateur, Camacho won
three New York Golden Gloves
Championships. He won the 1978
112 lb. Sub-Novice Championship,
1979 118 lb. Open Championship and
1980 119 lb. Open Championship. In
1979, he defeated Paul DeVorce of the
Yonkers Police Athletic League in the
finals to win the title, and in 1980, he
defeated Tyrone Jackson in the finals
to win the Championship.
continues to page 32
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Mexican Julio César Chávez for a
showdown with the undefeated 81-0
Champion. Camacho entered the Las
fight by a unanimous twelve round Vegas ring dressed in an outfit based
decision.
on the Puerto Rican flag for a fight
The two other reigning world televised by Showtime’s Pay Per View.
champions in his division at that time, During the bout, Camacho was critiLivingstone Bramble and Jimmy Paul, cized for his retreating tactics as
were reluctant to unify the crown with Chávez kept pushing the fight, and
Camacho. Instead, he beat Freddie constantly harassed him with hard
Roach before his next fight of impor- punches to the body. The highly antictance came along, ten months after ipated bout ended with a victory by
beating Ramirez.
unanimous decision for Chávez.
He met Edwin Rosario at
Among Camacho’s notable bouts
Madison Square Garden in New York, since 1992, were two victories (by
once again on HBO. Camacho domi- points) over Roberto Durán, (one in
nated rounds one to four, but had to Atlantic City, New Jersey, the other in
hang on in rounds five, six and seven, Denver, Colorado). In 1997, he
when he felt Rosario’s power. He came knocked out Sugar Ray Leonard in 5
back to take rounds eight and nine, but rounds. This loss sent the forty-oneRosario came back taking the last three year-old Leonard into permanent
rounds. It was a close fight, but retirement, putting an end to his third
Camacho won the title by split deci- comeback attempt in six years after a
sion.
loss to Terry Norris in 1991. Camacho
He then retained his title versus fought for the World Welterweight
former World Junior Lightweight Championship against Félix Trinidad
Champion Cornelius Boza Edwards in (in 1994) and Oscar De La Hoya (in
Miami, Florida, in a unanimous deci- 1997), losing both matches by unanision before going up in weight again. mous decision.
After a few fights there, he met former
On December 5, 2003, he recovWorld Lightweight Champion Ray ered from a first-round knockdown
“Boom Boom” Mancini, who had a (the third against him in his career) to
record of 29-3 with 23 knockouts defeat Craig Houk by knockout in
coming into this fight, for the vacant round three. He then won consecutive
WBO Light Welterweight Title. unanimous ten-round decisions over
Camacho was the fresher of the two, Clinton McNeil and Raúl Jorge
and ended up winning a split twelve Muñoz. After that, his boxing career
round decision, joining that exclusive went on hiatus as he faced legal issues.
group of World Champion boxers
He returned to boxing on July 18,
who have become three-weight World 2008, competing against Perry Ballard
Champions.
for the World Boxing Empire’s
He next met Vinny Pazienza, win- Middleweight Championship. The
ning on points again. His next chal- fight lasted seven rounds. Camacho
lenger was Tony Baltazar, from won when Ballard’s corner threw a
Phoenix, Arizona. Baltazar was anoth- towel in the ring. Before this fight,
er points victim on an HBO televised Camacho was trained by Angelo
bout. Camacho saw his undefeated Dundee. His last two fights resulted in
streak come to an end and lost his a draw and a loss, against Luis Ramón
World Championship to the former Campas and Saúl Duran respectively.
World Lightweight Champion Greg His last fight against Duran was on
Haugen. This fight would have ended May 14, 2010.
in a draw if it were not for the fact that
Camacho fought over 70 profesthe referee deducted one point from sional bouts, beginning in 1980, and
Camacho for refusing to touch gloves ending in 2010, with only six losses
with Haugen at the start of the 12th and three draws.
round. After the fight, an unidentified
On November 20, 2012, he was
substance was found in Haugen’s shot once in the jaw while in Bayamón,
urine, and a rematch was ordered. Puerto Rico. Several news agencies
Camacho regained the title, beating reported that Camacho, 50, was seated
Haugen in a close split decision.
in the passenger seat of a Ford
In 1992, he met the legendary Mustang when he was shot by

HÉCTOR “MACHO CAMACHO”
continued from page 31
After a stellar amateur career,
Camacho began a quick rise through
the professional rankings, first in the
Featherweight and then in the Junior
Lightweight Division. He was so confident that he claimed he could beat
World Featherweight Champions
Salvador Sánchez and Eusebio
Pedroza. However, Sanchez died when
Camacho was still coming up in the
ranks.
In the Junior Lightweight
Division, he defeated top contenders
Irleis Cubanito Perez, Melvin Paul, John
Montes and Refugio Rojas (Both
Montes and Rojas lasted one round,
and Rojas would later last seven in a
world title challenge of Julio César
Chávez for Chavez’s World Jr.
Lightweight Championship).
When World Junior Lightweight
Champion Bobby Chacón refused
to go to Puerto Rico to defend his title
against Camacho, the WBC declared
the world championship vacant. The
man Chacon had taken the title from,
Rafael Limón, fought Camacho for the
vacant title. It was the first time
Camacho was in a ring with a former
World Champion, and he did not show
any lack of experience, scoring knockdowns on Limón in the first and third
rounds before the referee stopped the
fight in the fifth round.
His first defense also came in San
Juan, Puerto Rico, where he met fellow
Puerto Rican Rafael Solis, whose family
included
former
World
Bantamweight Champion Julian Solís.
Camacho got tested in this fight for
the first time, and was shaken in round
three by a Solis uppercut. But, he flattened Solis with a right to the chin in
round five, knocking him out to retain
the title.
Moving up to lightweight,
Camacho won the United States
Boxing Association Title with a twelve
round decision of Roque Montoya.
His next fight made him a two time
World Champion. Fought on Home
Box Office, he beat the Mexican
defending World Champion, José Luis
Ramírez in Las Vegas, Nevada, to win
the WBC World Lightweight
Championship. He dropped Ramirez
in round three, and went on to win the

unknown individuals from a passing
car. The owner-driver of the car,
Adrian Mojica Moreno, a childhood
friend of Camacho, was killed in the
attack. Camacho was taken to San
Pablo Hospital in Bayamón, where he
was then reported to be in critical condition.
The bullet pierced Camacho’s left
mandible, and fractured his fifth and
sixth cervical vertebrae, lodging in his
right shoulder, and causing a lesion to
his carotid artery, which restricted
blood flow to his brain. At one point,
doctors announced that he was expected to survive, but might be paralyzed.
But, after suffering a cardiac arrest
during the night, they said his cerebral
activity was very low. The morning
after the shooting, Rafael Rodríguez
Mercado, rector of the Medical
Sciences Campus, reported to El Nuevo
Día that Camacho was brain dead.
“His full recovery would be a miracle,
medically there is nothing more that
can be done,” stated Rodríguez
Mercado. However, that same afternoon, Ernesto Torres, Director of the
hospital, informed the media that there
was still “minimal, although irregular
and intermittent” brain activity. The
next morning, Torres said Camacho
was “clinically brain dead.
On November 23rd, Camacho’s
mother, Maria Matias, announced
plans to have her son taken off life
support on November 24th, once
three more of his sons arrived in
Puerto Rico to be with him. Héctor
Camacho was officially declared dead
that following day, and was survived by
his parents, his sons, and his sisters
Raquel, Estrella and Esperanza. Given
the swiftness with which he was
removed from life support, it was not
possible for any of his organs to be
donated to recipients. Puerto Rico’s
Governor, Luis Fortuno, said “‘Macho’
will always be remembered for his
spontaneity and charisma in and out of
the ring.” Puerto Rican Governorelect, Alejandro Garcia Padilla, said
Camacho had “united the country. We
celebrated his triumphs in the streets,
and we applauded him with noble
sportsmanship when he didn’t prevail.” Asked how he wished his son to
be remembered, his father Héctor
replied, “As he always was, loco.”
Re-print permission and photos courtesy of www.blacksportsthemagazine.com.■
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Send your events by the 15th of the month to: info@afampov.com
For updated events, go to: www.afampointofview.com/events.htm
THRU FEBRUARY 24, 2013
“Promise of Freedom: The Emancipation Proclamation,”
Exhibition Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of
the Emancipation Proclamation
When: 10am—4pm Mon.‐Fri.;
12noon—4pm Sat. & Sun.
Where: Fairfield Museum & History Center,
370 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT
Info:
FREE for Members; $5 Adults; $3 Seniors &
Students; Free Age 5 & Younger;
www.fairfieldhistory.org; 203.259.1598

THRU FEBRUARY 28
“Mind Over Matter” Art Exhibition by David Jackson
When: 9am—8pm Monday—Saturday;
11am—8pm Sunday
Where: Art Gallery, St. Germain Campus Center,
Western New England University,
1215 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA
Info:
413.782.1567; www.wne.edu/arts; See page 16

THRU MARCH 2
Paintings by Omarthon Clarke “nostalgia: It’s Not
Always Black and White”
When: Reception February 13, 5:30—8pm
Where: Arno Maris Gallery,
Westfield State University, Westfield, MA
Info:
westfield.ma.edu/galleries; See Ad on page 20

FEBRUARY, 2013
SUNDAYS—3, 10, 17 & 24
Baystate Medical Center “Heart and Vascular Health”
Lecture Series
When: 1—3:30pm
Where: Baystate Health Education Center,
361 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA
Info:
Registration required for each session at
800.377.4325;
See POV’s January 15th Health special issue

TUESDAY—5
Asnuntuck Community College holds African American
Read‐in of Poetry by African‐American Poets
When: 7—9pm
Where: Café II, Asnuntuck Community College,
170 Elm Street, Enfield, CT
Info:
FREE and Open to the Public; 860.253.3161 or
860.253.3105; Open Mic; Refreshments

THURSDAY—7
Springfield Museums presents its à la Carte Lecture
Program, Slavery in the Connecticut Valley in the 1700s
When: 12:15pm
Where: Michele and Donald D’Amour Museum of
Fine Arts, 21 Edwards Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
$4; 413.263.6800 x 488; Bring your lunch
Rachel L. Swarms Author of American Tapestry: The
Story of the Black, White, and Multiracial Ancestors of
Michelle Obama kicks off Amistad Center’s Author
Series
When: 5:30—7:30pm
Where: Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art,
600 Main Street, Hartford, CT
Info:
$5; RSVP 860.838.4133 or
amistadcenter@wadsworthatheneum.org;
See article on page 14
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Springfield Museums presents Culture & Cocktails
“Indulgence: An Evening of Wine of Chocolate”
When: 5—8pm
Where: Michele and Donald D’Amour Museum of
Fine Arts, 21 Edwards Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
$10; Tickets very limited; Purchase at
www.springfieldmuseums.org

FRIDAY—8
American Heart Association hosts 4th Annual Western
Massachusetts Go Red for Women Luncheon
When: 9:30am Registration
Where: Log Cabin, Holyoke, MA
Info:
$; 413.735.2109; www.heart.org/wmassgored

SATURDAY—9
Ward 3 Democratic Committee holds Caucus Meeting
for Election of Delegates and Alternates to June MA
Democratic Convention
When: 11am—1pm
Where: 20 Dexter Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
413.348.1431 or ilike2travel@comcast.net

SATURDAY—16
Holy Trinity COGIC presents 7th Landmark Awards
Luncheon with Keynote Speaker Rev. Talbert W. Swan II
and Honoring Ronn Johnson, Keshawn Dodds, Marjorie
Hurst and Cynthia Tucker
When: 1pm
Where: Sheraton of Springfield,
One Monarch Place, Springfield, MA
Info:
$40 adult; $20 12 and under; 413.732.9665
A Roaring 1920’s Valentine’s!
When: 7:30—8pm—Dance demonstrations;
8—midnight—Open dance
Where: Colt Caldwell Parrish House,
155 Wyllys Street, Hartford, CT
Info:
$20 in advance; $25 at door; 860.724.4605 or
rev.aaronmiller@yahoo.com

SUNDAY—17
Public Book Signing “Icons of the Civil Rights
Movement” by Rev. Dr. David A. Purdy with Artist
Pamela Chatterton‐Purdy
When: 3—5pm
Where: Trinity United Methodist Church,
361 Sumner Avenue, Springfield, MA
Info:
FREE and Open to the Public; 508.430.1422;
pdpurdy@yahoo.com

FRIDAY—22
Springfield Symphony Orchestra in Concert with
Spectrum Paying Tribute to the Sound of Motown
When: 7:30pm
Where: Symphony Hall, Court Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
$22‐$65; For tickets 413‐733‐2291 or on‐line
at SpringfieldSymphony.org; See ad on page 20

WEDNESDAY—13
Black History Month Film: “The Negro Soldier” &
Speaker STCC Professor Anthony Guillory
When: 7—8:30pm
Where: Springfield Armory,
One Armory Square, Springfield, MA
Info:
413.734.8551; Snow Date February 14th at 7pm

THURSDAY—14
Western MA Rising joins with One Billion Rising to End
Violence Against Women and Girls
When: 12—1pm
Where: Tower Square, 1500 Main Street,
Springfield, MA
Info:
FREE and Open to the Public; Performances,
dance and music; See Article on page 23
annalise fonza presents a profile of Rep. Benjamin
Swan: Springfield, “Massassippi’s Seventh Son
When: 12:15pm
Where: Michele and Donald D’Amour Museum of
Fine Arts, 21 Edwards Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
$4; 413.263.6800 x 488; Bring your lunch;
See page 3

FRIDAY—15
A Night of Love and Romance featuring Lenny Williams
and also Calvin Richardson
When: 2 Shows: 7pm & 10:30pm
Where: Hukelau, Chicopee, MA
Info:
$; 413.204.9661
Valentines Girls Spa Night
When: 7—11:30pm
Where: 564 Sumner Avenue, Springfield, MA
Info:
$25 in advance; $30 at door; 413.736.5747

Springfield Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. hosts 4th Annual Go Red for Women
Pajama Party
When: 6—10pm
Where: Cedars Banquet Hall,
419 Island Pond Road, Springfield, MA
Info:
413.519.5370; Register online at
http://2013grpp.eventbrite.com

SUNDAY—24
Third Annual Tribute to the Black Church—”The Soul of
W.E.B. Du Bois”
When: 3pm
Where: St. John’s Congregational Church,
643 Union Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
FREE and Open to the Public;
www.thewebduboiscenter.com;
413.545.6483; See Article on page 13

MONDAY—25
Historian, Architect and Author Colin Caplan will pre‐
sent “New Haven FIRSTS: an Exploration of Local
Inventions”
When: 6pm
Where: New Haven Free Public Library,
133 Elm Street, New Haven, CT
Info:
FREE and Open to the public; 203.946.7430

TUESDAY—26
W.E.B. Du Bois Lecture Series in Springfield with Guest
Lecturer Arthur McFarlane
When: 10am
Where: St. John’s Congregational Church,
643 Union Street, Springfield, MA
Info:
FREE and Open to the Public;
www.thewebduboiscenter.com; 413.545.6483;
See Article on page 13

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2013
2013 Black History Month Business Expo &
Multicultural Marketplace “A Celebration of Diversity”
When: 8am—3pm
Where: Housatonic Community College,
900 Lafayette Blvd., Bridgeport, CT
Info:
FREE and Open to the Public; 203.576.8473 or
Deborah.Caviness@Bridgeportct.gov;
See Ad on page 21
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MUSIC IN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE
IT WORKS!

Dr. Stephen Wittenberg, Michael Yaffe, Associate
The Publisher and Rubén Rodríguez Ferreira,
Dean of Music, Yale School of Music and
Lead Teacher, Music in Schools Initiative,
Ellen P. Maust, Music Department Facilitator,
Yale School of Music
New Haven Public Schools
be targeted to improving inner city of Newark, New Jersey’s rebound. Or
continued from page 24
All communities don’t have a schools. And just think how much just visit the website of the “Atlanta
Yale. But most have other communi- money was poured into the last polit- Music Project” that is doing work
ty resources that can be applied to ical election by people who had little with Atlanta’s inner city youth similar
replicate this wonderful program and else to do with their excess fortunes. to the Yale/New Haven Public
expand it into other areas. I think of And what about the millions con- Schools collaboration. The money
the Community Music School of tributed by Wall Streeters in support can be found.
But the real driving force is the
Springfield and the
S p r i n g f i e l d
Symphony Orchestra
and the four colleges
sur rounding
Springfield’s
most
depressed neighborhoods. As for the
money, it’s there.
Western
New
England University
just received a gift of
$1 million dollars. Just
Photo taken from flickr.com
visit our Quadrangle
Robert L. Blocker,
or our hospitals and
CLASSES FORMING NOW FOR:
read the names of The Henry and Lucy Moses Dean of Music,
HEALLTH CLAIMS SPECIALIST
Yale University School of Music
major donors on
MEDICAL ASSISTTANT
A
rooms and buildings
MASSAGE THERAPY
who might be willing
COMPUTER NETWORKING
to direct funds to
MANAGEMENT*
such a program. Look
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS TRAINER*
at
the
Davis
HV
VAC/R*
Foundation which is
CULINARRY ARTS
T *
already investing substantial money into
Springfield’s public
schools. New York’s
mayor just capped off
his donations to his
alma mater, Johns
Hopkins University,
The Publisher and Dr. Reginald Mayo,
at $1 billion, $100
million of which will Superintendent of New Haven Public Schools

The Publisher with a
Yale teaching artist at
Daniels School
combined will of many caring people
who strive to provide inner city students with an alternative educational
experience. And the Yale/New
Haven Public Schools collaboration
on the Music in Schools Initiative is a
replicable example that has given me
new and good feelings about Yale. ■

One visit and
you'll see why
students choose

Career placement assistance | Day & evening schedules | Financial aid available for those who qualify
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WESTERN MASS CELEBRATES 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

pringfield celebrated this
historic event on New
Year’s Eve with Evenus
Thompson and Willie Naylor
leading
in
song,
Rep.
Benjamin Swan reading the
Emancipation Proclamation
and the Sesquicentennial
committee, Stone Soul soldiers and attendees enjoying
an historic and festive event.

S

A

t 2 p.m. on New Year’s Day to commemorate the moment that President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, bells rang throughout
Amherst. Robert Romer read and then presented Governor Deval Patrick’s proclamation to Stephanie O’Keefe, chairperson of the Amherst Selectboard.
Photos by Reynolds Winslow

AROUND TOWN &
IN THE COMMUNITY

Ulyesses Wannamaker shows
off the NEFL Championship
Trophy

Members of the Western MA Warriors assist YSET at
the annual toy giveaway which serves 300 children
Photos by Denise Mari Stewart

Elder Jesse Burgess and
his wife Stephanie
celebrate his
11th year radio
anniversary with
WTCC

Family and
friends
celebrate
with Ernest
Johnson III
after he scored
his 1,000
point at
Renaissance
High school
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JOIN THE HOME TEAM!
Relocation of Republican
Newspaper Printing Plant
New Peter Pan
Maintenance Facility

Hollywood Casino
and Hotel Springﬁeld

Relocation of Republican
Employees and New Masslive
21st Century Village Square

Riverfront
Beautiﬁcation

OUR TRACK RECORD




Union Station Revitalization
and New Peter Pan Terminal
e
ermina

Paramount
Theater
Renovation

Relocation of Peter
Pan Corporate Oﬃce





www.hollywoodspringfield.com

